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June 2023 

Our Mission 

To educate and guide Henrico County citizens in the sustainable use of our natural resources 

OUR AWESOME HAWQS TEAM 

It’s been a busy spring season for the HAWQS (Henrico Area Water   

Quality Samplers) Team, starting off with a Macroinvertebrate            

Monitoring Demonstration Event with fifteen Virginia Master Naturalist 

members! Four HAWQS volunteers were trained under the Virginia Save 

Our Streams protocols and volunteers have been helping to carry out         

macroinvertebrate monitoring weekly.  Some interesting critters found 

were: salamanders, rat-tailed maggot, and a water scorpion. Our         

volunteers continue to track data trends over time in the fall and spring 

and through basic water quality monitoring each month.  

OUR SUPER ENVIROTHON TEAMS 

Congratulations to our TWO Henrico Envirothon Teams!  Both the   

Highland Springs Team coached by Dawn Sherwood and the Glen Allen 

team coached by Andrew Hall represented Henrico in the Area III com-

petition held on April 26 at the VCU Rice Rivers Center in Charles City.  

Both teams then advanced to the Virginia Envirothon held on May 22 at   

Virginia State University’s Randolph Farm. 

Many thanks to our topic experts who gave their time to prepare our 

students for outstanding performance:  Jay Conta (soil), Jesse Bander 

(forestry), Krista Weatherford (wildlife) and James Beckley (aquatics). 

VARINA GROVE 

Last fall Henricopolis received a generous Grant from the Virginia De-

partment of Forestry's Trees for Clean Water program to replace a sun-

baked grass quad at Varina High School with a forest classroom. 

Throughout the school year the students at the brand new Center for 

Environmental Studies and Sustainability designed, studied, and helped 

plant 10 native trees as well as conservation landscaping that will grow 

and prosper as the center does. During the summer the new plants will 

be watered by Friends of Varina Grove. Anyone interested in              

volunteering should reach out to Henricopolis. 
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Conservation  

• Received an additional $944,636.00 in WFA funding in order to fund all ap-

plications. 
• Busy processing VACS and WFA payments.  

• Completed VCAP living shoreline maintenance inspections and all were in 

compliance. 

Education 

• With great honor we recognize Faith Lewis as the 2023 Martin J. Menges 

Scholarship recipient. The $1,000.00 scholarship was established in 

memory of former Tidewater SWCD Director Martin J. Menges.  

• Submitted one scholarship application to the VASWCD Educational Foun-

dation to compete for four $1,000 statewide scholarships. With great honor 

we recognize Kayleigh Miller as the recipient of the VASWCD Educa-

tional Foundation Scholarship. 

• In partnership with the Virginia Department of Forestry provided an Arbor 

Day program to 430 third grade students. Tidewater SWCD employees 

helped the students plant flowering dogwood seedlings into cups to take 

home and plant in their yard.  

• Participated in a weeklong Meaningful Watershed Educational Experience at 

Beaverdam Park. Approximately 365 fourth grade students attended this well

-organized event in the great outdoors. We used the EnviroScape model to 

demonstrate how runoff carries pollutants throughout their community and 

the best management practices that prevent the problem. 

Tidewater SWCD Happenings 

Our Education Programs 

The school year has drawn to a close on June 9 and that 

brought to a close the Henricopolis classroom programs.  This 

year we visited 29 schools (25 elementary schools and 4 high 

schools) and served over 4100 students with our programs on 

watersheds, soil, erosion, the water cycle, river pollution and 

the scientific method. 

Many thanks to the teachers who support our efforts year after 

year.  And thanks as well to the students who make it all so 

much fun. 

Henricopolis SWCD Cont. 
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NNSWCD Cont. 
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NNSWCD Cont. 
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NNSWCD Cont. 



 8 

 



 9 

 

TCCSWCD Cont. 
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3RiversSWCD Cont. 
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Tabea Zimmermann,  
Conservation Specialist at Colonial SWCD,  

gave a wonderful talk to kick off the  
VSU Farmer Field Day Events. 

 

Virginia 2023 Dominion Energy Envirothon State Competition 

Virginia’s 2023 Dominion Energy Envirothon State Competition was held at Vir-
ginia State University on 21 and 22 May 2023. Seventeen high school teams, repre-
senting districts across Virginia, were present to participate in the competition. Our 
very own Sheila Jaruseski attended the event as an oral presentation scorekeeper 
and an overall scorekeeper for the subject tests. She said it was a wonderful experi-
ence and that she truly enjoyed spending both days with so many amazing high 
school students. After all teams had completed their testing, Jamestown High 
School was ranked in the first position, thus earning them the title of Envirothon 
State Champions. The Jamestown High team will be traveling to New Brunswick, 
Canada on 23–29 July 2023 as the Virginia representatives in the National Conser-
vation Foundation’s International Envirothon competition, where they will com-
pete against teams from across the United States, Canada, and China.  

 

Virginia State University Farmer Field Day 

Virginia State University hosted the VSU Farmer Field Day on 14 June 2023. The field day 
was an exciting, hand-on field day that was designed for Virginia farm producers. The goal 
for the event was to allow farmers to enhance their skills, learn about the latest technolo-
gies and techniques, and to network with other Virginia producers. There were live demon-
strations from various agricultural practices, including high tunnel construction, pond cage 
construction, spray calibrations and IPM, and more. Colonial SWCD staff were lucky 
enough to have the opportunity to attend the event and to provide lunch for all attendees. 
We had such a wonderful day at VSU and will be looking forward to future attending simi-
lar events in the future.  

 

 

The Colonial Pollinator Week BioBlitz 

Colonial SWCD is hosting the Colonial Pollinator Week BioBlitz the week of 19–25 June. We are hoping that the Bio-
Blitz will not only get people motivated to spend time outside and generate citizen science data, but also to encourage 
people living in the district to learn about the many kinds of pollinators we have here and generally increase awareness 
about them and habitats they require. We are inviting anyone who will spend any time in the Colonial District during 
this week to join our iNaturalist project (www.inaturalist.org/projects/colonial-pollinator-week-bioblitz)and help us 
document the pollinator biodiversity we have here.  We will be having daily challenges, and a pollinator scavenger hunt, 
so we suggest that you keep an eye on our website and our social media so you don't miss anything. The winners of 
these challenges will get free entry into the Colonial World Nature Conservation Day BioBlitz we are holding at York 
River State Park on 29 July - World Nature Conservation Day! 
 
 

Colonial SWCD Happenings 

Jamestown High School Team Virginia 2023 Domin-
ion Energy  Envirothon State Champions. 

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/colonial-pollinator-week-bioblitz
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The Colonial World Nature Conservation Day BioBlitz 
 
In partnership with the Historic Rivers Master Naturalist and the NASA GLOBE program, Colonial SWCD is hosting 
the Colonial World Nature Conservation Day BioBlitz at York River State Park on 29 July – World Nature Conserva-
tion Day. This exciting event will be held between 10am and 4pm and will provide end-
less opportunities for the public to learn about the flora and fauna found in the park. We 
will have volunteers from the Historic Rivers Master Naturalists, the NASA GLOBE 
program, the Virginia DCR, and staff and directors from the Colonial SWCD district 
who will be there to help with identifications, to find new and interesting flora and fauna, 
and to teach the public about pollinators, ospreys, trees, wildflowers, aquatic maroinver-
tebrates, insects, insectivorous birds, marine invertebrates, clouds, and more! We are still 
looking for more volunteers to expand the knowledge that we are able to present to the 
public and to make it an educational and entertaining day during which we generate a lot 
of citizen science data that will be useful to the park. We also wish to invite people to 
come and attend the event and encourage you to bring your children. We currently have 
a Facebook event created (www.facebook.com/events/712159364013127) but will be 
posting a signup on our website in the next week, so please keep an eye on our social media. Get in touch with Aman-
da Whispell (Amanda.whispell@colonialswcd.org) if you are interested in volunteering or attending. Looking forward 
to seeing people at this exciting event. 

Colonial SWCD Cont. 

Hanover-Caroline SWCD 

Happenings 

Education Spotlight 

Hanover-Caroline SWCD annually offers three $5000 college scholarships to outstanding high school seniors in Hano-
ver and Caroline counties. Applicants must indicate they have chosen to pursue academic studies in conservation, agri-
cultural or environmental fields. This year the District is pleased to announce awards for three up-and-coming college-
bound conservationists.  

Cordelia Crawford, a Hanover County resident, will graduate from Hanover 
High School this June. Miss Crawford received the District's top award with a 
rare perfect score on her scholarship application. As the District's top $5000 
awardee, Cordelia's application was then forwarded to the Virginia Associa-
tion of Conservation Districts, where she was also awarded one of four 
$1000 scholarships offered to applicants from across the commonwealth. In 
addition to graduating in the top 10% of her high school class, Ms. Crawford 
has already achieved extraordinary accomplishments and commitment to en-
vironmental stewardship. Her professional resume is already quite impressive, 
including field leadership and research experiences with the Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation and the James River Association. Ms. Crawford also filled leader-

ship roles with the Regional Governor's School for Career and Technical Advanced Placement Program, Hanover High 
School's Environmental Club, and the National Honor Society. Ms. Crawford will attend the University of Oregon, in 
Eugene, Oregon this fall, where she will pursue degrees in environmental studies, business, and marketing.  

http://www.facebook.com/events/712159364013127
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HCSWCD Cont. 

Education Spotlight (cont) 

William Carter, a Caroline County resident, graduated from Caroline High School in May, 
ranking in the top 15% of his class. Mr. Carter has leadership experience with the Future 
Farmers of America, including serving as a mentor to younger students. Will has also distin-
guished himself as a student athlete, serving as captain on multiple teams and receiving let-
ters in baseball, track, and golf. Will has demonstrated his strong work ethic by going above 
and beyond his academic and sports commitments to work as a summer intern with a local 
engineering firm, responsible for erosion and sediment control. And there's more! Will also 
found time to volunteer with Caroline Little League, his church, and as a hunt guide with 
Milford Hunt Club, and attend 4-H and STEM camps, proving himself to be the epitome of 
a well-rounded student. Mr. Carter will attend the Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, Virginia this 
fall, entering the School of Natural Resources and Environment where he will study forestry 
and conservation.  

 

Ruth Haile, a Hanover County resident, will 
graduate from Hanover High School in June, 
ranking in the top 3% of her class. Ms. Haile has 
a wide range of school, community, and church 
leadership experience and has received many awards recognizing her as an 
outstanding student, athlete, community member, musician, and as a live-
stock manager. Ruth has served her community through work with her 
church, three local veterinary clinics, and as president and secretary of the 
Three Rivers Livestock 4-H Club. Ruth's demonstrated interest in conser-
vation of natural resources has also earned her a District sponsorship to 
attend the Virginia Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts' 

Youth Conservation Camp this July, on the campus of Virginia Tech. Ms. Haile will attend Virginia Tech in Blacksburg 
Virginia this fall, where she will pursue a degree in animal and poultry science. 

 

Conservation News 

On a lovely spring evening in May, more than seventy local producers and agency partners came together on Andy 
Duke's Burnley Farm in western Hanover County for dinner, fellowship, and an educational pasture walk.  Sponsored 
by the Virginia Native Grasslands Council, with support from H-C SWCD and the NRCS, the pasture walk welcomed 
attendees to learn about farm operation and grazing system development using native warm season perennial grasses 
for forage and grazing. Topics included pasture preparation and pre-season weed control, first season grazing manage-
ment, long-term soil fertility, and partnering with local conservation agencies for technical and financial assistance.  
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HCSWCD Cont. Virginia Farm Festival Hosted by 

Meadow Event Park  

Hanover-Caroline SWCD participated in the Virginia 
Farm Festival at Meadow Event Park to provide fun, 
hands-on activities for early elementary students 
learning about soils.  

Students made edible soil sacks to learn about the liv-
ing and non-living elements of healthy soil and 
crawled through a soil tunnel to see things from a 
worm's point of view. A good time was had by all and 

the edible soil sacks were yummy, according to kindergarteners who especially liked 
the gummy worms. Approximately 200 students, teachers, and chaperones attended the event on May 5.  

Please join us for our  

Annual Conservation Kick-off !!!  

This event is free and important to ALL FARMERS interested in Conservation BMP 
Cost-share and Federal Farm Bill Programs.  

Cost-share sign-up begins July 17—August 18, 2023 

Please RSVP by June 30 to Kathy Shamblin @ 

khshamblin@hanovercounty.gov or 804-537-3009  

mailto:khshamblin@hanovercounty.gov
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