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Cover Cropping and Cover Cropping Accessories 

Harvest season is in full swing and most of our producers are either putting cover 

crop in the ground or about to.  A lot of farmers signed up for our killable Rye  cov-

er crop option but we have had other crops recorded like wheat, barley, oats, triti-

cale, and daikon radish. Each crop brings a unique benefit or trait to the table and 

we are happy to see any cover crop covering our fields in the winter.  More farm-

ers are noticing a difference in soil retention and increased yields every year caus-

ing neighbors to reach out to their local SWCD with questions and inquiries.  We 

have had a record cover crop signup this year and are expecting great things for 

the future! 

Tri-County/City SWCD Happenings      

FY2023 
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We Are Looking for a New Team Member! 

 

Since the departure of  our dear coworker earli-

er in the year, Tri-County/City SWCD has been 

preparing to invite a new applicant to join our 

team here at the District.  This position would 

be an Education Specialist  and would include 

teaching soil and water topics  to kids and 

school systems. Additionally, this specialist 

would administer the Virginia Conservation As-

sistance Program (VCAP). We are putting this 

posting out there for the world to see soon so 

keep an eye out and encourage your friends and 

colleagues to apply! 

Events 

This Quarter, we at the District have attended and 

put on many events and trainings that were an 

overwhelming success!  Our Boots and Barbeque, 

and Echo Dell events were a great chance to talk 

to local landowners, homeowners, and agricultural 

producers about our practices and how we can 

benefit their properties!  

Tri-County/City SWCD cont. 
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Tidewater SWCD Happenings 

CONSERVATION UPDATES: 

Cost Share approval letters went out at the beginning of  October. We 
have been receiving planting reports and are updating tracking accord-
ingly.  We have completed the continued implementation inspections of  
Resource Management Plans for our District.  

 

Tidewater SWCD with the assistance of  the VA Department of  
Forestry nominated John Elkin, Jr. to compete for the state’s BMP 
Forestry Award. Mr. Elkin was selected as the 2022 recipient of  
this award. We are delighted that he and his wife will be joining 
District staff, directors, and our partner agency representatives to 
receive his award at the Annual Meeting in Roanoke.  

 

 

 

EDUCATION UPDATES: 

Tidewater SWCD held their Annual Poster Con-
test and awarded Kyla Walden, a 5th grader at 
Middlesex Elementary School, the winning poster 
for her category.  

On November 3rd, we had the opportunity to be 
an exhibitor in the 65th Urbanna Oyster Festival 
Foundation and Marine Legacy Program’s Educa-
tion Day at the Town Marina waterfront. The 
Oyster Festival Foundation and Legacy Program’s 
goal was to offer as many hands-on activities to 
seize the attention of  3rd and 7th grade students 
from 5 local public and private schools in the area 
covering different aspects of  environmental sci-
ence. District Staff, with help from our NRCS 

District Conservationist, gave students 2 interactive demonstrations cover-
ing soil, erosion, runoff, and the opportunities students possess to take ac-
tion in their homes, schools, and communities, even at a young age.  
 

The District has purchased Dogwood Seedlings through the Virginia De-
partment of  Forestry Seedling Sale Program in preparation of  providing 
assistance to the Virginia Department of  Forestry’s Arbor Day Education 
in local schools within our District.  

Photo of Kyla Walden proudly dis-
playing her award alongside Middle-

sex Elementary School Principal, 
Danielle Daniel. 

January 2022 when he received the Tidewater 
SWCD BMP Forestry Award Includes Jason Bray 
(Chairman TSWCD), John Elkin, Jr. (Award Recipi-
ent), Jane Elkin (his wife), and Lisa Deaton (Forester 
for VDOF.) 

PAES students from Middlesex High 
School are simulating rainfall over 
erosion boxes to compare the results 
and discuss the effects and importance 
of protecting our soil.) 

District Manager, LaVerne Calhoun, 
teaching a group of 7th grade St. Clare 
Walker Middle School students using 
an enviroscape model to discuss the 
impact of pollution and runoff on a 
particular watershed. 
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Colonial SWCD Happenings  

Highlights from PY2022 Chesapeake Bay Restoration Fund 

Education and Outreach Project  

The Colonial Soil and Water Conservation District received funding 

from the Chesapeake Bay Restoration Fund in 2021 to support the 

development of  educational and promotional materials to be used in its outreach programs and 

events. This project has been Colonial District’s most recent effort to expand its community outreach 

to general audiences. Recognizing that most of  our technical and financial assistance programs target 

homeowners, landowners, and farmers, our goal was to expand our conservation reach beyond audi-

ences traditionally serviced by District programming.  

The Colonial SWCD Outreach and Education Committee along with staff  identified two target audi-

ences for this project: 1) Spanish speakers, and 2) community members who are not land- or home-

owners. Three conservation themes were chosen for this project, which guided the content that we 

created and shared on our Facebook page and printed materials. We focused on water conservation, 

food waste, and plastic waste (specifically mi-

crosplastics), which affect all residents in the 

Chesapeake watershed. We curated infor-

mation for youth, families, and the general 

public using accessible language, images, and 

promoting conservation-minded behaviors 

that everyone can adopt. Our desire was to 

show that we are all influenced by and have 

an impact on the natural resources around us.  

A major focus of  this project was translating 

materials into Spanish. Through our broad 

conservation network, District staff  connect-

ed with two amazing translators/interpreters 

who were contracted to provide translation 

services. Marisela Rumberg and Ines Alicea, 

both based in Northern Virginia, have provided interpretation and translation services to various en-

vironmental and conservation organizations in the past years, which was a huge benefit when trans-

lating our scientific and technical conservation/agricultural information. Staff  had a wonderful expe-

rience collaborating with both Ines and Marisela while translating six brochures into Spanish. We 

hope to collaborate with them again in the future and encourage other SWCD’s and our partners 

who might be interested in their services to reach out!  

 

Educational brochures were created, translated into Spanish, and printed 

using funds from the Chesapeake Bay Restoration Fund. They are being 

distributed in public spaces and during community events.  
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Colonial SWCD cont. 

Our end goal with this project was to distribute 

printed materials in public spaces across the Dis-

trict. Directors and staff  have been sharing bro-

chures among our networks and reaching out to 

local organizations, public parks, libraries, etc. to 

make these brochures available to the public. Staff  

have also participated in several community events, 

where brochures have been distributed to event 

participants.  

We recognize that the materials created and out-

reach efforts made through this grant project are 

beginning steps towards connecting with our 

broad constituency about conserving natural re-

sources. Staff  and directors have gathered lessons-learned to continue expanding these efforts. We 

look forward to continuing spreading this information and building on this initial project!  

 

Colonial SWCD appreciates the support pro-

vided by the Chesapeake Bay Restoration 

Fund, which made this project possible.  

If  you’re interested in working with Marisela 

and Ines, feel free to connect with Tabea Zim-

mermann 

(tabea.zimmermann@colonialswcd.org) to 

learn more about Colonial District’s contractu-

al work with them. You may also connect di-

rectly with Ines and Marisela: Ines Alicea 

(inespalicea@gmail.com) and Marisela 

Rumberg 

(Marisela@CARULanguageServices.com)  

 

Tabea Zimmermann (Conservation Specialist II) speaks with com-
munity members attending the Community Wellness Fair in Wil-
liamsburg, September 2022. Photo Credit: Elvin Clapp  

Robyn Woolsey (Urban Conservationist) and Tabea Zimmermann 
(Conservation Specialist II) engage with undergraduate students at the 
College of William and Mary during a STEM Career Fair event, October 
2022. Photo Credit: Don Snyder  
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Three Rivers SWCD cont. 



 11 

 

Three Rivers SWCD cont. 
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Hanover-Caroline SWCD Happenings 

Wave Berm Repair for Site 52-B Dam:  After going through the 

bid process this summer, our District hired Harbor Dredge & Dock 

to do our dam repair as we were awarded funding through DCR to 

make the berm repair.  The lake was lowered and work began after Labor Day.  With decent weather 

and efficient work, the contracted repairs were made and is wrapping up now.  Pictures of  the work 

on the dam below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education:  Hanover-Caroline SWCD partnered with Colonial Farm Credit, Hanover Extension and 

other agencies and producers to have an in-person Ag Day for the Hanover County 4th graders.  We 

had 1,268 kids come to the Meadow Event Park for a very fun and educational day for the kids to 

learn where their food comes from, how important conservation is to our natural resources, and see 

farm animals and other ag related demonstrations.  The kids that came to our station got to have a 

worm’s eye view through our soil tunnel.  This was a favorite among the students. 
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H-CSWCD cont. 

Hanover-Caroline was privileged to host the Virginia State FFA Soil Judg-

ing Contest on November 8 with approximately 135 students in attend-

ance.  The contest was held at Cabin Hill Farm in Hanover, VA. 

 

Cost-Share: The District has allocated just over $3Mil of  their $3.1Mil in 

VACS funding with much of  the funds going towards cover crops in both 

Hanover and Caroline Counties.  Our producers are putting cover crops 

on thousands of  acres aiding in the improvement of  our soils and reduc-

ing runoff  and erosion. 

 

Lastly, Kathy Shamblin, the Area III Representative for the VACDE was able to attend the Southeast 

Conservation District Employee’s Association (SECDEA) annual conference in Pigeon Forge, TN in 

November.  This was the largest attended conference since it’s inception in 1998.  There were 6 dis-

trict employees in total from VA that were able to attend.  The agenda held many great speakers and 

share-fares from all over the 8 states that were represented. 

Team building activity the first night (axe throwing) 

VA Reps: Steven Meeks (NACD), Brandon Blevins (Clinch Valley, Area 

IV Rep), Kelly Snoddy (SECDEA Vice Pres, Peter Francisco SWCD), Sarah 

Cole (Three Rivers SWCD), Kathy Shamblin (Hanover-Caroline Area III 

Rep), and Cory Hoar (VACDE President, Virginia Dare SWCD) 
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Monacan SWCD 

Happenings 

 

 

Staff  attended Powhatan Ag Day, a program put on for all third grade students in the 
county. Over 300 students attended the event.  

 

The VACS program has kept staff  busy. Over $720,000 of  the district’s allocation has 
been obligated. Over 11,000 feet of  stream bank have been protected through stream 
exclusion practices.  

 

VCAP has gained popularity this fiscal year. The district has received four applications 
for the program, and multiple inquiries.  

 

 


