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Due to COVID, Prince William SWCD had been unable to recognize our amazing volunteers 
until this year. On May 11, 2022, Prince William SWCD had an award ceremony as a way to 
thank our volunteers over the past couple of years who have dedicated their time and energy 
to help keep Prince William County beautiful. Here are some of our volunteer awardees: 
Adopt-a-Stream/Pond/River Volunteer of the Year 2021: Prince William Trails and Stream 
Coalition, Water Quality Special Team Award 2021: Tom Ligon and Shea Megale, Volunteer 
and Intern of the Year Award 2021: Jahara Lewis, Outstanding Partner Organization 2019: 
Virginia Master Naturalists—Merrimac Farm Chapter, Outstanding Partner Organization 
2020: Belmont Bay Paddlers, and Outstanding Partner Organization 2021: Friends of the 
Occoquan. 

In 2021, under the Adopt-A-Stream/Pond/River program in fast-growing suburban Prince Wil-
liam County, over 1,600 volunteers collected over 35,000 pounds of debris, stopping this load 
from reaching the Chesapeake Bay. This volunteers’ time saved the County over $140,000 of 
taxpayers’ money (Independent sector.org, 2021).  

With four different monitoring programs under the water quality program, the chemical moni-
toring program, which was introduced in early 2020 with 7 active volunteers monitoring 91 
sites with the use of a single water probe, currently (2022) register 19 active volunteers, 139 
monitoring sites and three YSI professional water probes. These 139 chemical monitoring 
sites and 22 existing biological monitoring sites leave the water quality program with a total of 
over 160 citizens’ science water quality monitoring sites across Prince William. 

   

Prince William SWCD 
“Hosts Award Ceremony” 
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Culpeper SWCD 
“New Landowner Conservation Services Workshop” 
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Northern Virginia SWCD 
“NVSWCD teams up to remove invasive aquatic plant” 

Two-horned trapa (Trapa bispinosa), sometimes called water 
chestnut, is an annual rooted floating freshwater plant native to 
East Asia. This species is known to have been present in Northern 
Virginia since at least 2000. Trapa species are invasive in North 
America. Growing in calm, shallow water, trapa quickly forms 
dense mats, harming biodiversity and interfering with navigation 
and recreational activities.  
 
The Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District 
(NVSWCD) received a grant through Fairfax County for trapa man-
agement with the Fairfax County Park Authority (FCPA) and the 
Fairfax County Department of Public Works and Environmental 
Services (DPWES). Management tools include education and out-
reach, mechanical and chemical removal and an additional limited 
term staff member to assist with coordination efforts with our many 
partners.  
 
Thus far, funds have purchased equipment for trapa harvest days – 
bins for carrying harvested trapa and waders for working in deeper water. 
Two-horned trapa can colonize new areas when its sharp, spiny seeds attach to animals, skin, clothing, wooden 
objects or simply float downstream. It has been reported from Fairfax, Loudoun, Prince William and Fauquier coun-
ties in Northern Virginia, Charlotte County in the southern Piedmont and Prince George’s County, Maryland. Eradi-
cation is possible while infestations are still somewhat limited. 
 
We recently applied for funding for the next fiscal year to continue and build on our accomplishments. 
The outcome of this initiative will be healthier water bodies, improved natural heritage and ecology, and a success 
story of invasive suppression. 
 
To learn more about this plant, please visit invasivespeciesva.org/species/two-horned-trapa. 
To report any non-native aquatic species, visit nas.er.usgs.gov/SightingReport.aspx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Two-horned trapa seed. The sharp spines attach to objects,   Two-horned trapa (Photo: Scott Baron, NVSWCD) 

   Including clothing. (Photo: Scott Baron, NVSWCD) 

 

 

Trapa Workday at Burke Lake  

(Photo: Nancy Rybicki, USDA 
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Loudoun SWCD 
“Thanks to Summer Intern-Jessie Freeland” 

 

Summer Intern, Jessie Freeland 
helped our organization in many 
ways this summer. She assisted 
with agricultural best management 
practices, soil testing, vegetation 
surveys, farm visits, tree planting 
inspections, educational outreach in 
the classroom, events such as the 
Loudoun County Fair and Banshee 
Reeks Pollinator Festival and much 
more with a wonderfully positive atti-
tude! Thank you Jessie for your 
hard work and support!   

 

 

 

 

In the Spring of 2022, the Prince William Soil and Water Conservation District (PWSWCD) hosted 
two successful MWEE (Meaningful Watershed Educational Experience) events for 3

rd
 graders in 

Prince William County. This event included planting native trees on the school property. On April 
5

th 
at R. Dean Kilby Elementary School, 11 volunteers taught 105 3

rd
 grade students about pollina-

tors, stream buffers, soils, and aquatics. Students then worked together to plant 5 trees: Smooth 
Sumac, Staghorn Sumac, Winged Sumac, and Blackhaw trees. 

On April 6
th
 at Marumsco Hills Elementary School, volunteers led the MWEE program and 98 3

rd
 

grade students planted 5 native trees: Willow Oak, Persimmon, and Black Gum. Volunteers repre-
sented organizations from: Virginia Department of Forestry, Prince William County Forest Pest 
Management, Prince William Master Gardeners, Merrimac Farm Master Naturalists, and Fairfax 
County Department and Public Works and Environmental Services. 

This event was funded with grant money from the VDOF’s Virginia Trees for Clean Water Grant 
which PWSWCD was awarded in September 2021. 

On April 22
nd

, staff at PWSWCD and the MWEE Volunteer, Pam Popovich, taught a 4
th
 grade class 

about the importance of trees. Students then dug holes to plant two native trees: one Serviceberry 
and one Blueberry.  

 

Prince William SWCD 
“MWEE (Meaningful Watershed Educational Experiences” 
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