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Pictured Left to Right: Delegate Michael Webert, Anne Backer of Smitten Farm, Senator Jill Vogel, and Fauquier County Supervisor Holder Trumbo.

On May11, 2022, Senator Jill Vogel and Delegate Michael Webert along with Fauquier County Supervisor Holder Trumbo and John Marshall Soil and Water Conservation District Chairman Ed DeBerry presented the Clean Water Farm Award Potomac River Basin to Anne Backer of Smitten Farm, located in The Plains, VA. Others
attending to congratulate Mrs. Backer include Smitten Farm staff, John Marshall
SWCD staff, and Piedmont Environmental Council staff.
Smitten Farm, owned and operated by Anne Backer, is located within the Cromwells
Run Watershed of the Potomac River Basin. Their conservation ethic began when
Mr. Backer (now deceased) witnessed the area becoming more and more developed. He saw a need not only for open space, but contiguous open space. As a result, he focused on becoming a true steward of the land – a conservation ethic that
continues with Mrs. Backer and Smitten Farm staff, and the farm’s permanent conservation easement.
The Smitten farming operation is comprised of two 800-acre farms, Smitten Farm
and Salem Farm. Once a traditional row crop farm, this farm has transitioned to a
permanent grass operation for hay and straw with very little acreage in row crops
today. The farm now encompasses 500 acres of both cool season and warm season
grasses (primarily orchardgrass/fescue mix), 460 acres of hayland (orchardgrass/
alfalfa mix and orchardgrass/timothy mix), 196 acres of continuously no-tilled
cropland (wheat and rye for straw and sunflowers for seed), 253 acres of mixed
woodland (providing wildlife habitat), and 40 horses.
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Loudoun SWCD
“Youth Conservation Leadership Institute”

Over 200 students, community partners and visitors attended the third annual Loudoun Student Environmental Action Showcase (SEAS) on April 26th at TRAILSIDE MS in Ashbun,
VA. Students of all ages and community partners came together for this in-person event to
promote environmental stewardship in Loudoun County. This was also a fantastic way for
our Youth Conservation Leadership Institute (YCLI) students to showcase their amazing projects! The LSWCD Education Specialist served as the planning chair for this event and
LSWCD staff were in attendance supporting the students. Visit https://loudounnature.org/ to
see more details about the event, as well as the online artwork showcase!
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Northern Virginia SWCD
“Plant This, Not That”
Northern Virginia SWCD staff partnered with the Fairfax County Park Authority Invasive Management Area Program to develop a brochure on native alternatives for common invasive plant
species. This Plant This, Not That brochure is available online and helps to support efforts to
encourage Fairfax County residents to remove invasive species on their property and in county
parks: https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/soil-water-conservation/sites/soil-water-conservation/files/
assets/documents/plantthisnotthat.pdf
Our spring intern, Calvin, created an excellent series of social media posts to spread information
about non-native plants to avoid and their native counterparts. There are a total of 8 Plant This,
Not That posts and 6 posts on common invasive species. If you would like copies of these to
share on your social media channels, please email Ashley.Palmer@fairfaxcounty.gov.
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Thomas Jefferson SWCD
“Louisa County H.S. Headed to National Envirothon”

Courtney Harlow-Humphreys and Steven Meeks with the Louisa County HS Envirothon team at the VA state competition.

The Thomas Jefferson SWCD (TJSWCD) is happy to announce that the Louisa County High
School Envirothon team will be representing our state at nationals in Oxford, Ohio this July! Harrisonburg High School, the 1st place winner at the state competition, will be unable to attend and as
runners-up, Louisa will be going in their stead. Though we are sad for the Harrisonburg team, we
are delighted that our district will be able to represent Virginia on a national scale. Louisa performed very well at states, only missing first place by 1 point! We know they will do a great job representing us at the national level. TJSWCD Environmental Programs Coordinator Courtney Harlow
-Humphreys and Director Steven Meeks will also travel to Ohio to cheer on the Louisa team.
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John Marshall SWCD
“Clean Water Farm Award
Potomac River Basin Cont.”
Smitten Farm actively implements many agronomic conservation practices including a nutrient
management plan with continuous no-till and precision agriculture. All no-till drills are calibrated
per seed/per field. This farming operation has planted more than 250 acres into long-term vegetative cover and more than 400 acres into cover crops reducing soil erosion on the farm. In addition, all sod waterways are planted to establish cover, and are not hayed or sprayed further reducing the movement of sediment and nutrients.
In addition to agronomic conservation practices, Smitten Farm has implemented many other conservation practices including but not limited to prescribed grazing and livestock exclusion. All
pastures are managed based on forage height to provide adequate surface cover to minimize soil
erosion on pastures. Livestock have been excluded from all streams, protecting more than 7,900
feet of streambank, and creating more than 10 acres of riparian buffer. Smitten Farm includes
more than 170 acres of riparian buffers with an additional 5.3 acres adjacent to cropland planted
to hardwoods in 2022.
It is difficult to summarize the direct benefit of these conservation practices on Cromwells Run
and the Potomac River, but it is worth noting that one of the most rewarding aspects of conservation work is partnership with landowners and their role in protecting water quality and the environment. Smitten Farm has been an exceptional partner in the District’s efforts to implement conservation practices and a great example of a true steward of the land. All in attendance and John
Marshall Soil and Water Conservation Board commend Mrs. Backer for her conservation efforts.

