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Monacan Soil & Water
Conservation District
Monacan staff has been busy this quarter with Virginia Agriculture Cost Share program implementation. With technical staff’s hard work and dedication, 90% of the $1.3 million of the historical VACS allocation has been obligated to
practices. These practices include livestock stream exclusion systems with wide buffers; livestock stream exclusion
system maintenance; nutrient management plan writing;
cover crops, harvestable, non-harvestable, and legume;
and precision management of nitrogen and phosphorus
fertilizers.
Our Conservation Specialist II,
Betty McCracken, participat- Heavy use area being prepped for concrete pad for
ed in Powhatan County’s
trough. Complete with benches.
Earth Day Celebration, held
on the Courthouse Green. This was the 13th year of the event and
the first after 2 years of COVID restrictions. There were 19 environmentally friendly vendors and approximately 250 attendees on the
weather perfect day. Pictured to the left is Betty at the event, with
Monacan Director Richard Ayers.

Betty at Powhatan’s Earth Day event,
speaking to one of our directors,
Richard Ayers.

Powhatan County Public Schools STEM Coordinators hosted a
Meaningful Watershed Educational Experience for all 4th graders at
Fighting Creek Park. Betty and Cathy Howland, P. VCE, partnered to
teach a “What Is a Watershed?” station over the 2 day April event.

Keith Burgess, Monacan’s District Manager, spoke at the Virginia United Land Trusts conference
in April, on partnership-based approaches to advancing soil health and the role that land trusts
can play.
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Henricopolis SWCD, cont.
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Hanover-Caroline SWCD
Happenings
Hanover-Caroline SWCD annually awards three $5000 college scholarships to outstanding high school seniors in Hanover and Caroline counties. Applicants must indicate they
have chosen to pursue academic studies in conservation, agricultural or environmental
fields. We were happy to have multiple applications from the Caroline County and Hanover County Schools. The District was able to award three very well-deserving students
for the scholarships. Congratulations to Even, Aleksandra and Tyler!!!

Evan Dauksys
Patrick Henry High School

Aleksandra Witkowski
Caroline High School

Tyler Rankin
Mechanicsville High School

FY22 Cost-share
Hanover-Caroline has had a busy year with over $3Mil allocated to the District for cost-share
BMP’s. We have been able to allocate $2,158,689.63 of our cost-share funds to the producers
in Hanover and Caroline Counties. During the Tillage Survey this spring our District was
tasked with to complete by May 31, staff was able to see many multi-species cover-crops still
growing and captured some great photos during the survey.
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Hanover-Caroline SWCD, cont

Hanover-Caroline SWCD is planning their 3rd Annual Conservation Kick-off
Event; a well attended dinner (averaging about 150 attendees) for the producers in both counties. James Martin with DCR, Matt Carroll with NRCS, and
District Staff will be speaking after the dinner to update producers on the
FY23 Cost-share and to kick start our sign up. This has been an important, informational event to help us with market our cost-share BMP’s especially with
the increase in cost-share funds starting in FY20. (Pictures from FY21 Kickoff)

Ann Jennings Speaking to the farmers

Two Kings Concessions Catering

Staff: Sharon, Kathy, Kelsey, Karen
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Tidewater SWCD Happenings

Tidewater shared the following update from their District:

The 2022 Martin J. Menges Scholarship of $1,000 was awarded to Brenna Hendrix of
Gloucester High School. Additionally, the board recommended Joice Small of Mathews
High School to compete for the VASWCD scholarships.


Tidewater participated in the 2022 Tillage Survey Project and are proud to report that
96.33% of the area surveyed had coverage of greater than 60%. The majority of our
practices are cover crops, so it was rewarding to see our producers are implementing the
practices to their fullest!


Meredith Rose has taken the position of Conservation/ Education Specialist with the
District. She has been with the District for a year, formerly as the conservation office assistant.


We conducted interviews with candidates this week to fill the Conservation Office
Assistant vacancy and hope to have someone joining us to kick off the new program
year.


We are wrapping up our contracts for the PY22 VACS program and are training for the
start of PY23.
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