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BLUE RIDGE SWCD
Conservation T.A:
Alex Hunt: 2021 Roanoke Grand Basin and CWFA Winner
Alex has been extremely proud to see the hard work and planning pay
off as his farms are able to help provide a stable income and benefit
the environment with broader reaches into the community. His work
continues as he is planning additional practices. Never one to settle,
he continues to look for ways to move the ball forward in the hopes
that his son may become the fourth generation and have a viable
operation to inherit which will continue to be a boon for his family, his
community, and the environment.
The Blue Ridge SWCD has allocated all of its’ MVP and VACS cost-share
which is being followed-up by field work to successfully place these
conservation practices on the ground.
Administrative:
The Blue Ridge SWCD is proud to introduce our new Administrative
Financial Assistant, Bridgette Renee Fulcher. She brings a strong
background in, but not limited to, administrative financial management,
budgeting, grants, and investment banking in the private sector. Please
welcome Renee to the SWCD family. She can be reached at
rfulcher@brswcd.org.
Dams:
Leatherwood #5’s rehab project is rapidly approaching the 60% design
stage
7 out of 10 watershed dams were engineer inspected (Dec. 2 & 3)
Table-Top Exercise is tentatively planned for spring 2022
Remote monitoring equipment was installed so far on four out of 10 dams
Looking into small dam repair for Leatherwood #2A and Leatherwood #6 regarding wet areas near the
surface of each of these watershed dams.
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Blue Ridge SWCD, continued
Education:
Sontag Elementary School: 4-H Garden Project using “See Them Sprout” curriculum to begin spring 2022
for 3rd and 4th grades. Other environmental outreach programs will be conducted for 1st, 2nd & 5th as well.
This environmental outreach project is a cooperative effort of the Virginia Cooperative Extension, Franklin
County Master Gardeners, Blue Ridge SWCD and Franklin County Schools.
Envirothon:
The Blue Ridge SWCD was recently awarded $1,000 Envirothon grant from Dominion Envirothon and
VASWCD.
Area V Envirothon Training is scheduled for March 24, 2022 at Lancer Park near Longwood College.

HALIFAX SWCD
Cost Share – We have 15 stream exclusions to be completed. 100% of our Lower Banister Terrible Creek
TMDL has been allocated and about 50% of Lawsons Creek and Big Toby
TMDL.
We have 2 new Haybuster drills to rent out.
Education – We sponsored 8 farmers/landowners for the Virginia
Forage and Grassland Council Winter Conference. We are in the middle
of our Ag Breakfast Series. March 8th topic is row crops and cover
crops, April 5th topic is livestock health. Halifax had 2 producers place in
the soybean yeild competition for the state. We are accepting
applications for 3 scholarships and are sponsoring one camper for Camp
Woods and Wildlife. We are hoping to have our 6th grade conservation
day at a local park. Melissa is scheduling with teachers to do lessons for the poster contest. We have a
team practicing for envirothon.

LAKE COUNTRY SWCD
HAPPY 2022 TO AREA V DISTRICTS!
Lake Country SWCD closed 2021 year ending by providing participating producers with 1099G, 1099NEX
forms, tax credit certificates, tax credit letters and VA ABM forms. We also completed our year-end
quarterly reports for 2021. In calendar year 2021 we paid producers $670,600.00 in cost-share funding for
BMP implemented. To date the district has obligated $930,000 of PY22 funds towards 47 contracts.
We continue to meet with landowners providing technical assistance and taking PY22 BMP applications.
Staff has been busy with verifying cover crop plantings and stands as well as data entry in the Ag BMP
Tracking Module. Staff has also been working with producers that have approved SL-6N and SL-6W
practices. We are having issues with limited material, the cost of material increasing continuously, and
limited contractors. These are very challenging times for everyone.
The district has also reviewed and approved 8 Erosion & Sediment Control Plans within the past two
months.
We will be sending out Oil Recycle Program Survey’s within the next month to producers in Mecklenburg
and Brunswick Counties. The survey will help us determine the need and to schedule a day to pick up the
waste motor oil.
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PATRICK SWCD
•

Patrick County Soil and Water Conservation District proudly presented Travis Bunn, Extension Agent
Appointed Director, with a plaque of appreciation for his 11 years of dedicated and devoted service as
District Director on the Patrick County Soil and Water Conservation District Board. We appreciate Mr.
Bunn and wish him well in his future endeavors.

•

The Patrick SWCD welcomes new Director and ANR Extension Agent, Christian Taylor! We are so happy
that he is part of our team. The District is also partnering with the Patrick County Extension Office with
the VAHWQP Well Water Testing Clinic to be held in March.

•

On behalf of the Patrick County Soil and Water Conservation
District Board of Directors and Staff, E. Wayne Clark, District
Chairman recognized JOSEPH A. SPARKS for his 15 YEARS of
dedicated and devoted volunteer service as District Director of the
Patrick SWCD Board and presented Mr. Sparks with a plaque in
appreciation of his dedicated and valuable volunteer service. Mr.
Sparks was also recognized with a service pin by the Virginia
Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts.

•

The Patrick County Soil and Water Conservation District continues to actively promote the Virginia
Agricultural Best Management Practice (BMP) Cost-Share Program and is working with landowners
in implementing practices, providing technical assistance and making site visits.
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Patrick SWCD, continued
•

The District honored all Veterans on Veterans Day. We are forever grateful! They especially honored
the veterans that serve on Patrick SWCD Board: Mr. Richard Kreh, Sr. and Mr. Joseph Sparks.

•

The District partnered with the PCHS FFA Club & PCHS Fishing Team with their Christmas tree recycling
project to help the fish habitat at Fairy Stone State Park. The District office served as the drop off
location as well.

•

Partnered with Patrick County Farm Bureau in promoting the Virginia Agriculture in the Classroom 2021
Thank A Farmer Art Contest. Two 6th grade students from Patrick County were selected as winners for
their art drawings.

•

The Patrick Soil and Water Conservation District Board of Directors and Staff nominated and presented
Wyoming East Farm with the Patrick County, Virginia Clean Water Farm Award. Wyoming East Farm is
located in the Moorefield Store section of the county in the Mayo River Watershed.

•

The District partnered with Patrick County Farm Bureau in a Thank You Farmers project.
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PEAKS OF OTTER SWCD
Peaks of Otter has reimbursed over $74,000 in cost-share to three producers who completed their SL-6W
practices in the Southern Rivers watershed this fiscal year. These three practices will exclude 84 beef cattle
from over 2,100 linear feet of streambank and establish nearly 5 acres of riparian buffer. With two SL-6W
practices still under construction and one more approval to come, Peaks will have used up the entirety of
its OCB VACS allocation. We are also thrilled to announce that we have nearly exhausted our 2022 BAY
VACS allocation with two large SL-6W practices! We have surpassed our goal of obligating at least 90% of
our cost-share allocation and with Spring fast approaching, staff will be busy with fieldwork and site visits to
wrap up FY22 and prepare for FY23.
In other exciting news, Peaks of Otter awarded the 2021 Clean Water Farm Award to Mr. Eldon Tanner and
his wife Beth of Tanner Family Farms. The farm is a 275 acre Virginia recognized Century Farm located in Big
Island within the Chesapeake Bay watershed. The third generation to work the land, Eldon, along with his
sons Ethan, Jake and Luke run a commercial Black Angus cow/calf operation. Over the past 16 years, the
Tanners have worked with NRCS, FSA and the District to install 22 BMPS on the farm. These practices
protect over 1.8 miles of streambank and maintain over 46 acres of riparian buffer. The Tanners also
implement an Agricultural Waste Management System Plan, a Nutrient Management Plan and a Prescribed
Grazing Plan. Congratulations to the Tanner family!

From left to right is: Beth Tanner, Eldon Tanner, Tracy Culbertson (POO Staff),
Keith Tuck (Chairman of the Board)
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PETER FRANCISCO SWCD
Education
•

Lillian McConkey, an 11th grader at Cumberland County High School won NACD’s “Healthy Forests,
Healthy Communities” poster contest for the 10-12 Category. This is the second year in a row that
Lillian has come in first place for local, state and national. Lillian will be honored at the Cumberland
County School Board meeting in March.

•

PFSWCD was awarded its full grant request of $7,160 for 2022 from the Chesapeake Bay Restoration
Grant Fund

•

The District is providing weekly after-school enrichment programs under a 21st Century Grant for both
Buckingham and Cumberland County Middle Schools. Students are currently learning about how
important water is to their bodies. Since February is heart health month, students are learning about
how important proper hydration is for their hearts. As part of the hands-on activity, students made
blood. Corn syrup was used for the plasma (plasma is about 92 percent water), cinnamon red hot
candy was used for the red blood cells (about 5 million red blood cells in a drop of blood),
marshmallows were used for white blood cells (about 10,000 in a drop of blood) and white rice
represented platelets. Our bodies have between 4 and 6 quarts of blood
in it. The heart pumps all this blood to and from every part of the body
except the cornea of the eye (which gets oxygen from the atmosphere) in
one minute. Students tried to beat the clock by moving 6 quarts of water
with a cup from one container to another and back again in a minute. Our
hearts are so efficient--no one was able to beat the clock! Every 34
seconds someone dies from heart disease which begins in childhood and
is largely determined by the food we eat and the water we drink (or don’t
drink). Dehydration contributes to heart disease because blood thickens
due to lack of water, increasing blood pressure. The increased blood
pressure can cause lesions and cracks to form in the blood vessel walls
near the heart.
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Peter Francisco SWCD, continued
The body tries to repair itself by depositing fatty substances like cholesterol inside the blood vessels to
help fill the lesions. Overtime the fatty deposits build up, clogging blood vessels and causing a heart
attack or stroke. Soda is no substitute for water. The average can of soda has 9 teaspoons of sugar in
it. Sugar also thickens the blood, increasing blood pressure and cholesterol and the chance for heart
disease.
•

PFSWCD and Piedmont SWCD are co-hosting the Area V Envirothon competition. PFSWCD has two
teams participating in the 2022 Competition. Joshua Fleenor (Cumberland High School Ag teacher) and
Linda Eanes (Cumberland Cooperative Extension) will be coaching the Cumberland team and Andrew
Schmitt (Buckingham High School Ag and welding teacher) will be coaching the Buckingham team. Ruth
Wallace (Buckingham VCE and Kelly Snoddy from PFSWCD are serving as coaches for the Aquatics
portion of the Area V training on March 24 and Area V competition on April 26.

•

2022 Scholarship information has been distributed. The District awards up to four $1,000 scholarships
to students in Buckingham and Cumberland counties pursuing undergraduate degrees relating to the
environment. Applications are due March 11.

Conservation
Peter Francisco SWCD staff and directors have been in
partnership with the Middle and Upper James River Consortium
and the James River Buffer Program over the past couple of
years. This program is provided funding through the Virginia
Environmental Endowment grant, partnering with the James
River Association, the Department of Forestry and the
Chesapeake Bay Foundation.
Pictured to the right is Director Barbara Teeple participating in a
stream bank live staking field day on February 15th.

Picture to Left: 100-foot buffer of native hardwoods installed
on the Appomattox River low grounds of a farm in
Cumberland, through the James River Buffer Program.
Staff continue to perform inspections on bmp projects as
weather permits. We currently have 7 SL-6Ws in active stages
of construction.
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Peter Francisco SWCD, continued
All annual inspections on watershed flood control dams have been
performed. One watershed dam (seen to the right) is under repair work for a
bent valve stem. Another dam has had designs out for bid for an access road
repair project to be performed this spring. Remote monitoring equipment
for all dams has been ordered, with plans to be installed this spring.
TMDL
Peter Francisco SWCD currently partners with DEQ to provide 50%-80% costshare assistance for septic tank pump-outs and repairs in the Slate River and
Rock Island Creek watershed. In this quarter, PFSWCD paid $17,262.50 in
cost-share for eight septic tank pump-outs and one alternative system
installation. This grant funding will expire June 30, 2022.
The District, also uses local funding to provide 50% cost-share for septic tank pump-outs for residents of
Buckingham and Cumberland Counties located outside of the Slate River/Rock Island Creek watershed. In
this quarter, PFSWCD paid $2,250.00 for twelve pump-outs.

PIEDMONT SWCD
Welcome Tyler Smith
Tyler ‘Ty’ Smith is our newest addition to the Piedmont SWCD family. Ty has
been hired as a Conservation Technician. He was raised on a beef cattle
farm in Lunenburg County. Ty is a Virginia Master Naturalist with over 1,000
volunteer hours, and is very active in the field of herpetology (study of
reptiles and amphibians). He also enjoys birding, fishing, tending to his
chickens and quail, and almost everything else outside.

Congratulations Charlie Wootton
Charlie Wootton, Senior Conservation Specialist, received
his 15-year service award in December. Charlie is a model
employee who is respected by his peers, co-workers and
board members for his knowledge and enthusiasm in
administering the VACS program. He continues to grow
relationships with our agricultural producers and delivers
high quality technical assistance.
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Piedmont SWCD, continued
Education and Outreach
Education Specialist, Kelly Atkinson, has developed ‘Journey Boxes’ for classroom teachers to borrow and
use in their classroom to teach several natural resource topics, such as Water Cycle, Wetlands and Soils.
The boxes contain a lesson plan and the supplies needed to conduct a hands-on activity.

This year PSWCD awarded $2,950 to 9 area schools to help install outdoor learning spaces. Projects that
will be completed this spring, include adding composting to campus, vegetable and herb gardens, reestablishing a pond ecosystem, and establishment of native pollinator gardens.
PSWCD is hosting the Area V Envirothon workshop on Thursday, March 24 at the Longwood Environmental
Education Center in Farmville.
Virginia Agricultural Cost Share Program
Conservation Specialist, Kevin Dunn, has signed up all the dairy farms in the District for the NM-6 Manure
Injection practice, accounting for approximately 3,800 acres. Cover crops (over 15,700 acres) have been
planted and are producing good growth and coverage rates. Conservation Specialists are continuing to
provide technical assistance and design plans for many livestock exclusion and rotational grazing practices.
2022 Strategic Planning
The District has started the process of updating its next four- year strategic plan. Mike Foreman, a Virginia
Natural Resource Leadership Institute (VNRLI) instructor, is helping to collect stakeholder input, analyze
responses and guide the district in preparing goals and strategies.

PITTSYLVANIA SWCD
Pittsylvania SWCD has decided to move forward with planning
our annual Agriculture Awareness Day “Ag Day”, in September,
as normal. The District plans to hold a T-shirt Design Contest for
local FFA Chapters to design this year’s Ag Day t-shirt.
Pittsylvania SWCD’s Board of Directors will choose the winning
design and make a $100 donation to that FFA Chapter.
Pictured to the right is last year’s winning Ag Day T-shirt design
by Chatham High School FFA.
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Pittsylvania SWCD, continued
Pittsylvania SWCD just held the second round of FY22 approvals on February 17th. We have a wide variety
of projects approved such as Stream Exclusion, Watering System Extensions, Cover Crops, Manure
Injection, Grass Plantings, a Seasonal Feeding Facility, Woodland Buffer Filter Areas and several Tree
Plantings. Pittsylvania SWCD has been continually working with producers and contractors during project
construction to ensure projects are completed to the correct standard.

ROBERT E LEE SWCD
Robert E. Lee Soil and Water Conservation District is staying busy working on plans and designs for new
projects. Monitoring progress on projects under construction and meeting with new producers that are
interested in our programs. Our district projects consist of: livestock exclusion, cover crop for residue
management, reforestation of hayland, and extension of existing water system. Helping landowners with
their nutrient management plans. Also monitoring the six district watershed dams.
K-12 EDUCATION Our District offers many opportunities to be involved in learning about soil and water
conservation Our fun K-12 classroom programs & workshops are designed to fit the science SOLs and are
offered free of charge to schools and other organizations within our district. These programs are interactive
and can be modified to fit your classes’ schedule and needs. Some topics include: water cycle, water
pollution/conservation, composting, recycling, Virginia wildlife, and soil conservation. We were able to
provide soil programs and water cycle activities to Appomattox Schools.
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Robert E Lee SWCD, continued
We were able to partner James River State Park
with cleaning the road leading to the park along
with providing a First Day Hike about Wetlands
and why they are important.
We have provided Recycled Seed Paper
Valentine’s kits for the surrounding counties. We
are still sharing resources with our school
districts. Robert E. Lee awarded two $2,000
scholarships to Sabrina Melton and Turner
Neblett. The district has a new website and is
currently being updated with current information.

SOUTHSIDE SWCD
Southside SWCD allocated all of its 2022 OCB VACS money as of October 2021. We are steadily taking
applications and creating conservation plans for the upcoming cost-share year. We have been in the field
performing BMP completion check outs and making field visits for our active files. We have enjoyed getting
out in the field during these winter months.
Southside SWCD is continuing to share education resources with teachers and we will be offering the Joe
and Helen Vaden Scholarship again this year to worthy students in Charlotte and Lunenburg Counties that
are pursuing an education in the wonderful world of natural resource conservation. We were able to do soil
classes for the 3rd grade at Phenix Elementary School in January. It was a lot of fun for us to interact with an
actual class while sharing the message of the importance of soil. We have been asked to help out with
summer school this year in Charlotte County and in a few months; we will be collaborating with Halifax and
Lake Country SWCD’s for Watershed Adventure Camp.
Except for rampant beaver activity at Roanoke Creek Dam 43A, it has been a quiet year for the rest of our
dams. We won’t complain….. We are waiting our turn for funding for the two projects that we have
designed by AMT. We will be glad to get those projects underway when the time comes.
Southside SWCD would love it (as all of us would) to see an increase in operations. We are always grateful
for TA, but as we all know, that number can rise and fall to a point. With the cost increases we see in fuel,
communications, supplies, etc. it would be greatly appreciated to know that there was an increase that is a
dependable number. It has been a long, long time since Districts saw increases in operations.
All of us at Southside SWCD hope our fellow Districts are doing well, staying safe, and thriving as we get
closer to wrapping up another fiscal year.

Respectfully submitted,
Daphne Jamison, Area V Chair
djswcd@gmail.com
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