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BLUE RIDGE SWCD
During the last quarter Blue Ridge SWCD has been working hard to get new conservation practices
planned and complete preparations for the program year. The District’s secondary considerations
were revised to incorporate funding from the Mountain Valley pipeline. It is hoped that the first
round of practices using this funding source will be approved in late November. During the past
few months, there have been several carryover practices in the District that have made progress
and part of this has been working with DEQ to help participants get the 0% BMP loan.
At the end of September, the District also completed an EPA section 319 residential grant on part
of the Smith River watershed and Blackberry Creek watershed In Henry County. The grant
provided over $50,000 to Henry County residents with septic issues.
In addition, the District has several watershed dam projects that are in
the works; including a rehab on one dam, a culvert replacement on an
access road at another dam, planning for an access road at a different
dam, and getting quotes for installation of remote monitoring
equipment on four of the ten watershed dams.
Culvert at Leatherwood #4

2020-2021 Virtual Farm Tour: Due to the pandemic the Blue Ridge SWCD has begun to develop a
virtual farm tour featuring local farms practicing good natural conservation practices. Stay tuned,
the 2020-2021 Virtual Farm Tour is on its’ way!
Education: Power Point Watershed tours for each of the twelve Elementary Schools in Franklin
County are currently being developed. Thank you Michael Trop at John Marshall SWCD for your
guidance regarding this project.
Envirothon: Area IV & V are partnering to hold the 2020 Area IV & V Envirothon virtually. Blue
Ridge SWCD may have one team from Magna Vista High School participating in this year’s
Envirothon. Letters promoting Dominion Envirothon were sent to principles at Patrick Henry and
William Fleming High Schools.
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BLUE RIDGE SWCD, continued:
Awards and Recognition
I. 2020 Clean Water Farm Award: Dennis Powell
II. 2020 Forestry BMP District and State Award: Hatcher Farm
III. 2020 Blue Ridge SWCD Poster Contest Winners: The district received a total of 22 posters
and here are the winners:
2020 Clean Water Farm Award winner:
It does not take long speaking with Dennis Powell to learn that
he is proud of his farm, and he has every right to be. At 83 he
is at least the third generation to tend the property and
standing in the green pasture he can point to the house he
was born in. He recalls that at one time there was more land
than there is now but over the generations some was passed
down and sold off. Even so he manages an impressive 90
acres of hay and pastureland currently running a small herd of
Black Angus averaging 30 cow / calf pair. Though not a large
herd it demonstrates a desire not to overtax the land. By
keeping a smaller stocking rate, it helps prevent over grazing and keeps the pastures in good
condition.
Presently, there are 30 acres of dedicated pasture and 60 acres of hay land which is also grazed,
saving it after the cutting to be used later in the year. Again, this practice allows him the best
utilization of the land without taking too much. The result is a mix of well-maintained pastures
and hay land providing enough for the cattle. In addition to this basic farming practice, Mr. Powell
is an early adopter of conservation practices participating in one of the first TMDL projects offered
in the area over 20 years ago. This saw exclusion fencing and riparian buffers installed on some of
the streams along with an alternative watering system. He also has installed cross fencing to
utilize rotational grazing. Like all things, there is a lifespan. As Mr. Powell keeps up with trends in
agricultural conservation practices, he contacts the District for additional assistance.

K-1: Alexander Rhodes

2-3: Silas Gibson

4-6: Eden Rhodes

PY 21 Goals/Future Activities/Needs
Our PY21 goals would be to allocate all of our cost-share, see the new practices and carry over through to
completion, participate on the TAC, get the remote monitoring equipment installed on the dams, and
continue with the Leatherwood 5 rehab. I would say as far as needs, it would be what most districts need;
more cost-share to cover sign-up and remote monitoring equipment for the rest of our watershed dams.
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HALIFAX SWCD
We just wrapped up an out-door series with students across the county. Since Halifax county is all
remote learning the district at Halifax Virginia Cooperative Extension 4-H did six separate lessons
at Edmund’s Park. Lessons included pollinators, wildlife, general outdoors, soils, watersheds, and
gardening.

We had our annual banquet on November 12. We kept attendance to a minimal, but it was nice to
have some normalcy and see agencies we partner with and people we worked with last year.
The district has gotten approved for a new TMDL Grant for the Dan River and Birch Creek
watersheds. We are taking applications for stream exclusion practices.

LAKE COUNTRY SWCD
OCB Agricultural BMP Cost-Share Program
The district has had a record amount of Virginia BMP sign-up with over $1,000,000 in request.
We have obligated all of our PY21 cost-share funding primarily to fund SL-6 BMP’s. We continue
to work on BMP designs, installations, inspections, and payments. Many producers that signed-up
for cover crop are frustrated with the program since we have no funding to provide them help. We
are continuing to meet with new clints and take applications.
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LAKE COUNTRY SWCD, continued

Forestry and Wildlife BMP’s
RMP’s
The District’s technical review Committee has reviewed and approved two RMP’s this quarter.
District Scholarship
Lake Country SWCD presented Joseph Walker with the 2020 District Scholarship of $1,000.00.
Congratulations to Joseph and good luck as you continue your education at Ferrum College.
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LAKE COUNTRY SWCD, continued
Providing No-Till Drill and Manure Spreader Rental Equipment
The District has four no-till drills and one manure spreader. The staff is busy with providing
services for no-till drills and manure spreader rentals. No-till drills are used for cover crop and
pasture renovations.
Erosion and Sediment Control Program
Erosion and Sediment Control Plan submittal has been extensive for Lake Country SWCD.
The Conservation Specialist has reviewed and board approval 12 E&S Plans.
Tire Recycle Program
The district tire recycle program scheduled for November 2020 was cancelled due to COVID-19.
Oil Recycle Pick-up
The Lake Country SWCD coordinated with Atlantic Industrial Services, Inc. to pick up approximately
1980 gallons of used oiled in July from producers located in Brunswick and Mecklenburg Counties.
This program provides a service to producers to help dispose of used oil in an environmentally safe
way.

PATRICK SWCD
Patrick SWCD just completed their four year strategic plan, highlighted goals include to provide
services that promote conservation in Patrick County; continue to pursue traditional and nontraditional means of funding for District programs, increase community awareness about services
and long range avenues to conserve, improve and promote our natural resources.
Developed a website for Patrick SWCD.
Promoted and participated in this year’s Pollinator Poster Contest.
Continue to maintain and promote the District’s two no-till drills and the geo-textile fabric
program.
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PATRICK SWCD, continued
Presented Wood Properties Limited with local Clean Water Farm Award.
Partnered with Patrick County Farm Bureau to help promote the Annual Hay Bale Contest, worked
with local farmer/business and they were awarded State's First Place award in Best Agri business,
FFA or 4-H category.
Recognized Stacy Horton, the District’s Conservation District Coordinator for her 14 years of
dedicated and devoted service to the District. Also recognized Travis Bunn, the District’s Extension
Agent Appointment, for his 11 years of dedication and devoted service to the Board.
Continue to Promote BMP Cost-Share Program and signup; field visits are ongoing.
Presented Robert Brown with local Forestry and Wildlife BMP Award.

PEAKS OF OTTER SWCD
Peaks of Otter has been working closely with producers and contractors on 2 of our 3 funded
stream exclusion projects. Both projects are SL-6W’s in the Southern Rivers watershed. One
producer is installing a 35 foot buffer with a 15 year lifespan while the other is installing a 50 foot
buffer and 10 year lifespan. We hope to have both projects completed by the end of the calendar
year. In addition, Peaks has 20 CREP and EQIP contracts with our FSA and NRCS partners with more
on the way.
Peaks has continued interest in the cost-share program, particularly the Stream Exclusion with
Grazing Land Management practices. We currently have 5 new site visits scheduled for late winter
to determine eligibility and if eligible, that would result in 11 producers awaiting funding. CostShare funding needs are estimated to be well over $500,000.
The Bedford County Stream Exclusion Weed Management Program, a partnership between the
District and V.C.E., will continue to take applications until June 30, 2021. Producers can receive up
to a 50% cost share rebate on the purchase of approved herbicides to manage weeds in fence lines
and stream buffer areas installed as part of stream exclusion BMPs.
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PETER FRANCISCO SWCD
Education
During the 2nd quarter of FY 2021, Buckingham County Schools continued to be physically closed
due to fears over COVID-19. Students in Buckingham continue to learn virtually. Cumberland
County Schools resumed in-person teaching in October. Students were divided into two groups (A
and B). Groups alternate between physically attending school for a week and learning virtually for
a week. The District continues to reach out to both school districts to remind them of our Virtual
Environmental Education Programs which can be found on the District’s website:
https://www.peterfranciscoswcd.org/virtual-education-programs
•

“Where would we BEE without Pollinators?” poster contest was judged in early October. The
District received 24 posters in spite of schools being physically closed. Gift cards were issued
to the first, second and third place winners in each category with a few honorable mentions as
well.
This year the District issued a grand prize of $75 to Lillian McConkey from Cumberland County
High School. Here is her grand prize poster. Lillian’s poster also won first place at the state
level. VASWCD will forward her poster to NACD.

•

Peter Francisco SWCD partnered with Buckingham and Cumberland Cooperative Extension to
produce a series of Watershed Wonder Wednesday videos. A new 3 to 5-minute video comes
out every Wednesday morning and focuses on various aspects of the James River Watershed.
For instance, the first video features our very own Kelly Snoddy and gives an overview of what
a watershed is. Next week is a review of the water cycle, and the following week focuses on
unique aspects of an urban water cycle.
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PETER FRANCISCO SWCD, continued
We end our overview and focus on more specific topics starting at the Headwaters of the
James and flowing to the Chesapeake Bay by early May. We solicited the help of many Virginia
Cooperative Extension Units and Soil and Water Districts along the James River as well as a
number of additional agencies involved in watershed education like James River Association
and Chesapeake Bay Foundation. Each of our partners signed up for a weekly topic and will be
responsible for recording a video. The videos will be posted on our Watershed YouTube
playlist: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLzfLXclZOUcCe-5joX6cyTA_dAp-UrMD•

PFSWCD was asked to serve on VASWCD’s Education Panel as the Area V representative for
employee online training in lieu of our annual in-person training at Graves Mountain. The
District’s virtual education programs were featured during this session: Education Outreach:
COVID-19 Programming Shifts & Success Stories. The meeting was recorded and uploaded to
VASWCD’s Education YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9RjbHZrW5n8&t=1530s

•

The District’s nominee for Secondary Conservation Educator of the Year, Andrew Schmitt, was
chosen by VASWCD. Mr. Schmitt will be honored virtually at VASWCD’s annual meeting as well
as locally by PFSWCD. Mr. Schmitt has served as Envirothon Coach Buckingham County High
School for the last 4 years. He also serves as an FFA Advisor. Congratulations Mr. Schmitt.

•

PFSWCD was awarded its full grant request of $6,710 for 2021 from the Chesapeake Bay
Restoration Grant Fund.

Conservation
District staff have been busy finalizing design packets for
projects approved for PY2021 VACS funding, along with
inspecting on-going projects as they are being installed.

Dam Inspections on Riser

Annual Owner’s inspections and Engineer inspections
with DCR Dam Safety Engineer, Charles Wilson, were
completed on the watershed flood control dams by
early November. Recent rain events had District staff
performing Emergency Action Planning steps in
regards to the watershed flood control dams. All 17
dams performed their jobs holding back high water,
near Stage 2 of the EAP; 1 dam reached Stage 3 of the
EAP, when the emergency spillway activated; no
damage was done.
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PETER FRANCISCO SWCD, continued

High Water picture on one of Peter Francisco’s Dams in November

PIEDMONT SWCD
Virginia Agricultural Cost Share Program
Conservation Specialists, Charlie Wootton and Kevin Dunn, have almost completed the obligation
of FY21 funding to cover crop and stream exclusion projects. Staff are also completing 38 field
verifications for projects in lifespan.
Watershed Dams
Remote monitoring units were recently installed on four watershed dams
prior to a large storm event in mid-November. The units enabled staff to
monitor water levels via computer and cell phone technology throughout the
storm. The District is hopeful that funding will be available for all the dam
sites. Access to the monitoring data will be given to the County Emergency
Services department.
Repairs are underway at Buffalo #2 and Buffalo #9 dams, which includes
rebuilding a training dike, repairing erosion along the toe of the dam and
repairing the outfall pool. In addition, AMT engineering is finalizing designs
for 10 projects, which will complete phase one of our repair program.
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Education and Outreach
PSWCD awarded six $500 grants to area schools to
create or enhance outdoor learning areas on their
campuses. The projects at the schools range from
planting native and pollinator gardens to purchasing
portable seating and tables. The District also purchased
signage for the areas to identify the learning spaces.
The District is a partner with Virginia Cooperative
Extension, SWCD’s in the James River watershed, James
River Association and other local water educator groups
who are creating a series of videos about the James
River, tributaries, water quality and land use. These
videos will be distributed to area educators each
Wednesday from November through early May, with the
final video taking viewers on a virtual paddle down the
James!
Urban Conservation
Kelly Atkinson, PSWCD Education Coordinator, completed the Chesapeake Bay Landscape
Professional (CBLP) course and has Level One certification. Congratulations Kelly!
COVID-19 District Response
Piedmont SWCD (PSWCD) continues to comply with State guidelines in battling the Covid-19 virus,
but at the same time trying to provide services to our clients and farmers. The District completed
the VOSHA required assessments and has made adjustments in workplace to provide safety to our
employees. The USDA Service Center where we are located is still closed to visitors, but Piedmont
is continuing to work and support our clients.

PITTSYLVANIA SWCD
Pittsylvania SWCD has been meeting with producers and contractors as they work on active
projects. We had approvals at our September Board meeting and approved 15 projects including
cover crops, a litter shed, several exclusion projects and several SL-7 extension projects. We will be
holding a second round of sign-ups in February 2021; we are currently busy doing field visits with
producers interested in applying to the second round of cost share.
We have been working on reaching more producers through advertising and have a new Facebook
page and a new website. We have had the opportunity to do several educational programs with a
private school in the county and have enjoyed the opportunity to help the children learn more
about conservation. Cutler Blankenship has created a virtual Agriculture Awareness Day online so
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PITTSYLVANIA SWCD, continued
that the county children can still enjoy Ag Day. We are still continuing to grow our education
program and look forward to working more with teachers and students.
Our Annual Banquet was held on a smaller scale due to COVID restrictions on November 16 th. Our
Cooperator of the Year was John Hunt with Rock Bottom Cattle and our Clean Water Farm Award
winner was Robert Durr with Straightstone Angus.

ROBERT E LEE SWCD
Appomattox has had a busy Quarter. We continue to work out of the office.
We have been busy with projects with the nice weather allowing for productive days. We have
also been busy with the virtual learning thru the District Annual Meeting.
Hannah Tillotson our Education Specialist has left the District to pursue another opportunity. We
wish her well on her new adventure.
We have had two additions to our Directors: Joetricia Humbles joins us as our At Large Director,
she is a resident of Appomattox County and Nancy Jo Billings as one of our Appomattox County
Directors.
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ROBERT E LEE SWCD, continued
We look forward to 2021 and hopefully a year with less restrictions from Covid. We hope
everyone has a safe and happy Holiday season.

SOUTHSIDE SWCD
Southside SWCD assisted with the Virginia Grasslands and Forage Council Tour at the Adams’ Farm
in Red Oak, VA on October 20, 2020. There were 30 participants in attendance to learn about
establishing endophyte free fescue stands and pasture management. Tricia Mays gave an update
about the VACS programs for attendees. It was good to see some faces we haven’t seen in quite
some time and to spread out with them in the open spaces.

This fall has been a busy time for our watershed dams. A road repair at Roanoke Creek Dam 68
was completed last month, following the erosion repair construction. We also completed our fall
mowing and general maintenance and have been on “flood patrol” three times during this quarter
for storm events. We have been very fortunate that there was no damage and recent construction
stood up to the heavy rain. We continue to monitor for beaver activity and keep in touch with our
contracted trapper.
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SOUTHSIDE SWCD, continued

The District has been passing along materials to area schools and lent the Enviroscape Model to
Randolph-Henry High School for a week of instruction. The new environmental science teacher at
RH-HS is forming an Envirothon Team and we are excited to assist a new team any way we can.
With our cost-share dollars already allocated for this cost-share year, we have a lot of interest that
we are working towards for next year. We believe our need is to make the split percentage more
reasonable to the Southern Rivers Region (OCB) with almost 50% of the landmass and only 10% of
the state funding for VACS programming. We understand of the importance to preserve the
Chesapeake Bay, but at the same time, feel our watersheds are important as well.
We hope everyone in all SWCD’s are staying safe and well. Southside SWCD extends warm wishes
for all of our fellow districts for a safe and happy holiday season. We look forward to report to you
again in a new year.

Respectfully submitted,
Bruce Pearce, Area V Vice-Chairman
drwwch@hughes.net
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