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BLUE RIDGE SWCD
Administrative: The Blue Ridge continues to work on public record retention as
specified in the November 2018 “Public Record Retention Guidance for SWCDs”.
Conservation:
I.
Blue Ridge SWCD continues to work with producers to
get cost share projects underway. This has involved
meeting with producers, developing plans, working with
DCR engineers on designs and following up on active
projects. During this quarter one OCB CREP, one CB
CREP and one VACS (SL-6) have been completed.
II.

The Smith River/Blackberry Residential Septic grant, while active, has been slow
with one practice getting completed and paid during the quarter.

III.

Verification (Spot Checks) follow-up on work continues and inspecting as
necessary.

Education:
I.
Southwest VA EE newsletter featuring quarterly activities from the following
organizations:
• Blue Ridge Soil & Water Conservation District
▪ Camp Kum-Ba-Yah @ Cosby Woods
▪ Claytor Nature Center of the University of Lynchburg
▪ Dan River Basin Association
▪ Virginia Museum of Natural History
▪ USDA – Natural Resources Conservation Service
II.

US Dept. of Game & Inland Fisheries, Snow Creek Elementary School and the Blue
Ridge SWCD are partnering to incorporate stream monitoring techniques (chemical,
physical and biological) and Snow Creek’s “floating classroom”.

BLUE RIDGE SWCD, continued
III.

Southwest Native Plant Campaign expands the “Outdoor Classroom”: The
Blue Ridge SWCD, Franklin County Master Gardeners, US Dept. of Game &
Inland Fisheries and Benjamin Franklin Middle School are partnering to
plant native plants and signage along Powder Mill Creek’s “Outdoor
Classroom” located on the school’s property. Annual MWEE instruction is
conducted at this location each spring.

IV.

2020 Leo Painter Scholarship: The Blue Ridge SWCD plans to review the
2020 VASWCD scholarship application at the April 27, 2020 district board
meeting.

V.

Rain Barrel Workshop: Since 2006, interest continues for the district’s Rain Barrel
Workshops which began a new year on March 5th.

VI.

Giving Gardens at Booker T. Washington
National Monument and Cooper’s Cove Giving
Gardens: In looking back at the 2019 season,
7,800 pounds of produce was sent to help those
in need in our community - a great effort by
great volunteers!

Envirothon:
I.
2020 Envirothon Training Workshop scheduled for March 17, 2020 was
canceled due to Covid-19 health concerns. However, the Franklin County and
Henry County Envirothon Team had been meeting on a regular basis prior to
March 17th.
II.

The Blue Ridge SWCD was recently awarded $2,000 from the NCF’s
Environmental Diversity Enhancement & Underserved Audience Grant to
work towards expanding Envirothon to Roanoke, VA. Many thanks to Bonnie
Mahl for her efforts and support in making this opportunity available.

Watershed Dams:
I.
Emergency Action Plans have been updated and the required annual drill was
conducted during March 10-18, 2020.
II.
Met with landowners and engineers regarding design work for rehabilitation
of Leatherwood #5 (Lawrence Dam)
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HALIFAX SWCD
Education and Outreach
We finished up our Ag Breakfast Series for the season. January’s meeting focused on records
retention and enterprise budgets; Dr. Alex White from Virginia Tech was our guest speaker. For
our February meeting Chris Mullins and Theresa Nartea spoke on produce marketing strategies
and growing trends.
Melissa Waller, education and outreach specialist, went to most of the elementary schools in the
county the week of Read Across America and read “The Lorax” to more than 420 students.
Melissa took the opportunity to talk about conservation and being good stewards of the land.
VCAP
All the staff went to the VCAP training on February 25th. We plan to hopefully do at least one
project this summer.
Cost-Share Projects
Luke Hudson and Justin Smith have been busy with inspections and preconstruction meetings for
stream exclusion practices. Two of the projects that were just completed are part of the Lower
Banister and Terrible Creek watersheds TMDL and were partially funded by 319(h) funds. Two
other stream exclusion practices are nearing completion with two more starting in the coming
weeks. They have also been busy checking cover crops throughout the county.
Inquiries have already begun with interest from producers for practices in PY 21. We have made
several site visits to verify their eligibility and be able to hit the ground running for PY 21. The new
year is shaping up to be a busy one.
E&S
The district also reviewed four erosion and sediment plans for the county this quarter.
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PATRICK SWCD
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

District has been organizing and coordinating to hold 2nd Annual Kids Trout Fishing Day
Worked closely with Patrick County FSA to assist landowners in the Hay Insurance Program
Sign-Up
Implementation of the Virginia Agricultural BMP Cost-Share Program and Continue to help
farmers adopt sound, cost-effective conservation practices
Assisted NRCS in promoting Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) signup
Assisting farmers with the sixth nationwide cover crop survey by SARE, the Conservation
Technology Information Center (CTIC) and the American Seed Trade Association (ASTA).
Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue designated Patrick County, Virginia, as a primary
natural disaster area. Producers suffered losses due to drought that occurred July 15
through Oct. 31, 2019 and also may be eligible for U.S. Department of Agriculture
emergency loans. The District is working closely to help farmers recover from the impacts
of this disaster.
Celebrated Ag Week with several media blitz and also assisted Patrick County Farm Bureau
with the observance of Ag Literacy Week and helped distribute Ag in the Classroom’s Book
of the Year to all county schools.
Promoting the VA Century Farm Program and assisted several landowners.
Continue promotion of the 2020 VASWCD photo contest.

“Classic Conservation Friday”

“Critters for Conservation visit office”
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PEAKS OF OTTER SWCD
Peaks of Otter SWCD paid out over $168,000 in cost-share on two FY20 SL-6W practices during the
third quarter. Both participants installed a 50 foot buffer and chose the 15 year lifespan receiving
100% cost-share! A total of 82.3 acres of buffer were established and 32 animals were excluded
from over 3.3 miles of streambank. Peaks also completed a FY15 backlog project. That’s one down
and only three more to go!
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PETER FRANCISCO SWCD
Operations
• Peter Francisco SWCD hosted the Area V spring meeting at the Buckingham Agriculture
Resource Network (B.A.R.N.) facility in Buckingham, VA on March 4, 2020. Guest speakers
were Roger Nelson, Chairman of the Virginia Canals and Navigation Society and Randy
Waycaster, Captain of the Slate River Batteau. They spoke on the history of the batteau on the
James River and canal systems.

Peter Francisco SWCD Staff, Directors & Associate Directors helped at Area V Spring Meeting

•
•

The District finished their audit with CliftonLarsonAllen LLP March 6, 2020.
Peter Francisco met with Buckingham and Cumberland Board of Supervisors on separate
occasions to give an update to new board members and then later on to discuss local funding
for FY 2020-2021.

Education
• The District provided 36 educational programs with 653 participants. More than half of these
programs were after school programs as part of a 21st Century Grant which both Buckingham
and Cumberland schools were awarded.
•

Pollinator Program for 4th Graders at
Cumberland Elementary School
Third and Fourth grade students at Buckingham
Elementary and Cumberland Elementary Schools
were taught about seeds and plants and were
given the opportunity to make planters out of
recycled milk cartons. Marigold seeds were
planted and should have flowers in time for
Mother’s Day.
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•

The District awarded four $1,000 scholarships. Amanda Bryan and Brandon Womack from
Buckingham County and Jordan Newman and Jordan Smith from Cumberland County.

•

Sixteen scheduled programs and an Earth Day field day were cancelled in March as a result of
school closures due to COVID-19.

Conservation
E&S
The district also reviewed three erosion and sediment plans for this quarter.

District staff provided a day tour of several conservation practices to DCR Richmond office staff.
This photo, is of a site inspection for a stream crossing in a planned PY2020 VACS SL6W project,
with District staff, DCR staff and DCR Engineering Technician, Raleigh Coleman.

Completed stream crossing on a PY2020 VACS SL6W project currently under construction.
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PIEDMONT SWCD
COVID-19 Districts Respond
Piedmont SWCD is working to comply with State guidelines in battling the Covid-19 virus, but at
the same time trying to continue to provide services to our clients and farmers. The USDA Service
Center where we are located is closed to visitors, but Piedmont is continuing to work and support
our clients. Several staff are teleworking and adapting their work to provide support. For
example, Kelly Atkinson, Education Coordinator, has been busy preparing teacher newsletters
which are being distributed electronically. The newsletters feature many links and on-line
resources for teachers to pass along to their students as part of the natural resources teaching
curriculum. She is beginning to explore you-tube video demonstrations that will be shared with
educators. Software that allows remote access to office desktops, cell phones and web
conferencing software have allowed Piedmont’s staff to continue operating at normal capacity.
Awards & Recognitions
Annual Conservation Awards Banquet - The Piedmont Soil and Water Conservation District held its
annual conservation awards banquet on February 25, 2020 at the Mullins-Starke Camp in Crewe,
Virginia. The District recognized local farmers and educators who have shown a commitment to
natural resource conservation.

Awardees (L to R): Logan Vaughan, Conservation Farmer Award; John Shepherd, Clean Water Farm Award;
Dr. Kathy Gee, Conservation Educator Award; John “Jeb” Hines, Young Conservation Farmer Award; Winston
Vaughan, Conservation Farmer Award.

Dr. Wilkie Chaffin Special Recognition - During the 2019 VASWCD Annual Meeting banquet, the
VASWCD recognized Dr. Wilkie Chaffin, long time Piedmont SWCD Director, for his dedication to
Soil and Water Conservation Districts and his outstanding work with the VASWCD. Dr. Chaffin
currently serves as the Treasurer of Piedmont SWCD and Area V Chair. He has served as the
President of both the VASWCD Board and the VASWCD Educational Foundation. In addition, he
has served on numerous committees and in other leadership roles. Dr. Chaffin and his wife Dora
have supported the work of SWCD employees through their generous endowment to support
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PIEDMONT SWCD, continued
scholarships as well as supporting the recognition of outstanding SWCD employees. Area V
members and his Piedmont SWCD family want to congratulate Dr. Chaffin and thank him for his
dedication and support and for continuing his work in conservation.

Dr. Wilkie Chaffin, right, accepting the VASWCD Resolution of Appreciation from former VASWCD Board
Chairman, Richard Chaffin.

The Piedmont SWCD received the “Best Exhibit Award” at the VASWCD Annual Meeting. The
exhibit designed by PSWCD Education Coordinator, Kelly Atkinson, highlighted 80 years of
important work in the Piedmont SWCD.
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PIEDMONT SWCD, continued
Education and Outreach
Piedmont SWCD Education Coordinator, Kelly Atkinson, organized an Envirothon Speaker Series
that met bi-monthly and featured a natural resource speaker. The teams were able to meet in a
central location within the SWCD and the series was well received by coaches and teams. This
opportunity will be offered next year.
In January, local girl scout troops participated in activities to earn their soils patch. The morning
began with learning some basic soil facts and making soil babies and soil tubes. The day ended
with edible soil treats!
Piedmont SWCD awarded four $1,000 scholarships to area high school seniors and one college
student.
The show will go on…despite local schools being closed in response to the Covid-19 health crisis,
area art teachers are coordinating efforts with the Piedmont SWCD to encourage students while at
home to work on their posters for the annual conservation poster contest. PSWCD is looking
forward to seeing the creative works from budding artists.
Watershed Dams
Piedmont SWCD finalized the engineering services contract with AMT, Inc. Participating SWCDs
can utilize the contract to obtain engineering services for their watershed dams. Two repair
projects (training dike and channel repair), which had previously been designed by NRCS, have
been awarded a repair contract and work is scheduled to begin this spring. Annual owner
inspections have been completed.
Virginia Agricultural Cost Share Program
Piedmont’s conservation staff have been busy allocating the record cost share funding we received
this year. New practices such as the NM-6 and flexible options for structural practices such as the
SL-6 series have garnered interest and participation from our local producers. Despite a dry fall
planting season, cover crops were established and are doing their job. PSWCD anticipates
reaching their cost share allocation goals.

ROBERT E LEE SWCD
Robert E Lee Soil & Water Conservation District is staying busy working on plans and designs for
new projects. Monitoring progress on projects under construction and meeting with new
producers that are interested in our programs. Our Districts projects consist of livestock exclusion
practices, Nutrient Management plans for producers and Monitoring Six Watershed Dams. We are
making good progress on completing a back log of practices. Our Education Specialist is
challenged during this time when school is not in session, but she is using Facebook and our
Webpage to reach out with Educational information and activities. The District audit was
conducted on March 3, 2020 and is expected to have wonderful results.
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ROBERT E LEE SWCD, continued
Congratulations to Our Award Recipients!
2019 Robert E Lee SWCD Clean Water Farm Awards

Pictured (Left to Center): Ben and Kelly Cole
received the 2019 Roanoke River Basin Clean
Water Farm Award.

Pictured (Left to Center): Ray and Linda
Phelps received our 2019 Clean Water Farm
Award in the James River Watershed

K-12 EDUCATION
Our District offers many opportunities to be involved in learning about soil and water
conservation.

Cassie Foster Photography
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ROBERT E LEE SWCD, continued
Our fun K-12 classroom programs & workshops are designed to fit the science SOLs and are
offered free of charge to schools and other organizations within our district. These programs are
interactive and can be modified to fit your classes’ schedule and needs. Some topics include: water
cycle, water pollution/conservation, composting, recycling, Virginia wildlife, and soil conservation.

SOUTHSIDE SWCD
We have been doing many site visits with the cost-share projects that are being installed and
several field visits for inquiries for the next fiscal year. We have had 4 completed projects since the
fall. The no-till drills are already in high demand this spring.
Southside SWCD has been doing a lot of education planning with the Area V Envirothon,
Lunenburg Career Day, Lunenburg Spring 5th Grade Field Day and several other events we were
asked to coordinate for the District Schools. Unfortunately, for now, all of our spring events are
canceled or on hold. We were able to do soils classes and the Incredible Journey for Charlotte
County 3rd grade classes in February. We are still coordinating activities for the 21st Century
program in Charlotte County for next school year. We are sharing resources for now with our
school districts.
We hope everyone in all SWCD’s are staying safe and well.

Respectfully submitted,
Wilkie W. Chaffin
Area V Chairman
drwwch@hughes.net
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