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BLUE RIDGE SWCD
2019’s first quarter has been buzzing with activity. District staff participated in the 2019 Cost-share
Webinar, Watershed Dam Work Group Meeting in Verona, VA, Southeast Regional meeting in
Williamsburg, the Chesapeake Bay WIP III meeting at Augusta County Government Center and the Roanoke
Valley-Alleghany Regional Commission CB WIP III kickoff meeting held in Roanoke.
The Blue Ridge SWCD is also in the process of considering discussion regarding SWCD road signage and
avenues in future VCAP endeavors if funding should be available outside the Chesapeake Bay.
Our 2018 Annual Farm Tour was held on Monday, August 27th. Tour
stops included: Rob Guiles’ Farm featuring a multi practice farm
planted in several acres Pitch x Loblolly Hybrid Pine, several hundred
feet of CREP along Upper Catawba Creek and includes a tremendous
flower garden and tree arboretum; Butch Kelly Farm featuring control
burning on approximately five acres with the purpose of providing
pollinator habitat with several species of flowers such as Bergamot,
Maximillian sunflower and Bee Balm just to name a few;

Virginia Tech Catawba Sustainability Center
hosted by Adam Taylor

Virginia Tech
Catawba
Sustainability
Center provided
an onsite tour of
the several
hundred acres in
the rolling hills of
Rob Guiles’ Farm
Catawba best
suited for cattle
and where native tree test sites are being conducted
for nutrient uptake; a delicious lunch was catered by
McAlister’s Deli with mouth-watering sandwiches,
fresh garden salad with plenty of vegetables and a
variety of decedent desserts; our special guest
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BLUE RIDGE SWCD, continued:
speaker, Dr. Paul R. Hinlicky (Tise Professor of Religion at Roanoke College) sharing the variety of BMPs he
has implemented on 100 acres at St. Gall Farm (www.stgallfarm.com) to improve wildlife habitat, forest
timber production, pasture for grass fed beef and quail habitat through warm season grasses; LEAP
(Local Environmental Agriculture Program) hosted by Sam Lev, Maureen and Kelly has recently moved to
the former Heritage Point farm with big plans to build out a full-scale local food distribution hub and
featured their Mobile Market and aggregated CSA within a 100 mile radius;

Mountain View Community Garden hosted by Heather O’Brian (Executive Director of the Roanoke
Community Garden Association) featured a beautiful pavilion, approximately 66 garden beds, bees, a lovely
old stone wall surrounding two sides and several handicap accessible raised beds; last but not least a visit
to Blue Cow Ice Cream Company featuring flavors such as Goat Cheese Blueberry Swirl, Toasted Coconut &
White Chocolate, Sea Salt Brickell with Carmel Swirl, and S’mores among several additional flavors; Door
prizes of five meal tickets to McAlister’s Deli went to
Mike Loveman, Sam Lev, Kenneth Plybon, Daphne
Jamison and Adam Taylor. The prize drawing for four
tickets to the Harvester Performance Center went to
John P. Bradshaw, Jr. A special “thank you” to our 2018
Farm Tour sponsors: ABS Auto Care, LLC, Augusta CoOp, Bowles Fencing, Covenant Engineering, Exchange
Milling, Farm Credit of the Virginias, FarmPlus Insurance
Agency, Inc., Fence Builders, Flora Funeral Service, Inc.,
Harvester Performance Center, McAlister’s Deli,
Rockingham Co-Op, and Rockydale Quarries Corp. We
also want to thank our partner agencies: VDOF, DCR,
City of Roanoke, Roanoke County, Franklin County,
Henry County, FSA, NRCS, and VCE.
Mountain View Community Garden hosted by
Heather O’Brian
FCVCE is offering a Well, Spring or Cistern Water Testing Clinic for Franklin, Henry & Pittsylvania Counties
on October 15th. For $55, test parameters include: Iron, Sodium, Fluoride, Coliform Bacteria, Manganese,
Copper, pH, E. coli bacteria, Sulfate, Nitrate, Total Dissolved Solids, Lead, Hardness and Arsenic. For
additional information contact Cynthia Martel at cmartel@vt.edu or (540) 483-5161.
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HALIFAX SWCD
The district participated with Lake Country SWCD and Southside
SWCD in the 18th annual Watershed Adventure Camp. Halifax
SWCD sponsored three students. The curriculum of this fun and
educational week included: watershed and map study, soils,
forestry, tree and plant identification, pollination, wildlife, stream
quality surveying, biological and chemical water monitoring,
wildlife and tour of WRP wetlands site, local history with a tour of
Mulberry Plantation, a tour of the Dominion Energy-Clover Power
Plant, and several natural resources themed arts and crafts
projects. Students were also able to attend the grand re-opening
of the park and met Clyde Cristman, Director of Virginia
Department of Recreation and Conservation.

HSWCD sent three students to Youth Conservation Camp. Luke Hudson, Conservation Specialist spent the
week as a counselor.

Halifax Soil and Water Conservation District welcomes Justin Smith as a new
Conservation Specialist. Smith attended Ferrum College and holds a Bachelor of
Science degree in Environmental Science. Smith grew up on a small cattle farm
in Halifax County. Over the years he has taken a larger role in the hay
production and wildlife management side of the family farm. Smith interned
with the Halifax NRCS office in the summer of 2003 assisting staff with BMP
planning and implementation. For the last fourteen years he served the citizens
of Person County, NC conducting soil evaluations and collecting water samples
for the Health Department. He has also worked for Bioplots of Roxboro, NC for
the last 6 years installing and managing wildlife habitat projects for landowners
across northern North Carolina and southern Virginia. “Halifax County is my
home, and stewardship of our natural resources is my passion. I am excited to
be back home and join Halifax SWCD. I look forward to working with the citizens
to ensure our natural resources are protected for future generations.”
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LAKE COUNTRY SWCD
Honeycutt Pasture Walk
Lake Country SWCD in conjunction with VA Cooperative Extension sponsored a Pasture Walk held on
August 22, 2018. It was held at Calvin Honeycutt’s Farm located in Chase City, Virginia. The Pasture Walk
demonstrating conversion of wildtype to novel endophyte fescue pastures for greater livestock
performance and better environmental outcomes. Topics included Conversion process, management of
novel endophytes, and comparisons of calf gains and stock piling. Guest speakers and demonstrations were
presented by Gabriel Pent, VA TECH, J.B. Daniels, NRCS, Taylor Clarke. VCE.

PEAKS OF OTTER SWCD
Peaks of Otter is still getting those cows out the creek with backlog 100% cost-share SL-6 projects! We
currently have 7 SL-6 projects approved and actively under construction with 11 approved and waiting to
begin construction. During fiscal year 2018, the District completed 21 SL-6 projects totaling $1,925,964.11.
We installed 46.4 miles of fence, 16.1 miles of pipeline and protected 35.1 miles of streambank. We are
currently down to 9 unfunded backlog projects with hopes to completely finish our backlog in 12 months.
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PEAKS OF OTTER SWCD, continued:

PETER FRANCISCO SWCD
Technical Conservation
The District has approved all of their $320,596 PY2019 VACS BMP allocation. We only have 2 left on our PY
2015 backlog. We have awarded our new contract for Watershed Dam mowing and general maintenance
(for two times a year), as well as four small dam repair projects.

Education
 2018 Youth Conservation Campers – District sponsored 4
o Buckingham County – Cole Bohanon and Conner
Bohanon
o Cumberland County – Graceyn Cubbage and
Annabelle Williamson



The District is sponsoring a field trip to Chesapeake Bay for Buckingham County High School
students in September. Students will perform water quality tests, trawl for fish, pull up crab and
eel pots, and explore marshlands.

Peter Francisco SWCD introduced a new educational program
to our education community: Build an Ecosystem
In the basement we have aquatic plants and fish swimming
around and the top floor has moss, grass, crickets, pill bugs,
and a few leaves. The two exchange water and oxygen
making a complete ecosystem.
Makes a wonderful addition to any classroom.
Covers SOLs: Science 2.5
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PETER FRANCISCO SWCD, continued


Sent back to school email newsletter to all teachers. Stopped by schools to welcome teachers back
and drop off 2018-19 SOL-related program lists.



7th and 8th grade students who participated in Chesapeake Bay
Watershed Exploration Camp have been invited to participate in
James River Headwaters Exploration Camp September 28-30. This is a
weekend camping trip with field trips to Douthat State Park, Natural
Bridge State Park and water quality monitoring of the headwaters of
the James River in Iron Gate, Virginia. Both Buckingham and
Cumberland Cooperative Extension are partnering with the District for
this camp.



Submitted grant request for $5,500 to Chesapeake Bay Restoration
Fund to help fund environmental field trips and camps.

PIEDMONT SWCD
Piedmont began the program year with rolling out the VACS program and taking/ processing applications.
BMP Conservation Specialists, Kevin Dunn and Charlie Wootton, were grandfathered in as Conservation
Planners under DCR’s new Conservation Planning program. Below are a few more highlights this first
quarter:
 Allocated VACS funding, including 23 approvals of tax credit only practices.
 Submitted WIP III data
 Provided soils tunnel experience to over 600 youth and adults at annual Family
Farm Day
 Performed annual maintenance on 14 watershed structures including beaver debris
removal from riser structure
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PITTSYLVANIA SWCD
Pittsylvania SWCD has been very busy preparing for educational events and helping producers with the
implantation of conservation projects. We have been working with producers and contractors as they
install their respective Best Management Practices including livestock exclusion projects, tree plantings on
open fields, critical area plantings, and grass planting on cropland. We have also been reaching out to
producers, accepting applications for new cost share projects, and going on field visits to look at possible
resource concerns this new fiscal year. We have been working with our partner agencies very closely,
including NRCS, FSA, VCE and VDOF.
Pittsylvania SWCD has been active with educational programs this year. We awarded scholarships to three
local students who are majoring in biology, aquaponics, and agribusiness. PSWCD staff has also been
involved with many educational programs including helping with the Pittsylvania-Caswell County Youth
Livestock Show and Sale. We are currently planning Ag Day, which is our big educational event for all of the
fourth graders in Pittsylvania County (about 900 students) to visit a local farm and learn about all the
different forms of agriculture that Pittsylvania County has to offer. We have about 60 volunteers help us
out at this event, some of these being local FFA members. Staff also put together goody bags for each
student to take home and share with their family. In these bags, students will find coloring books, rulers,
pencils and informational booklets which all containing fun facts and games related to what they learn at
the farm. We are also planning for Career Choice Day, which is an educational event in which staff set up a
display table and talk to high school students about our jobs as conservationist, what we do on a day-to-day
basis in the conservation field and our educational background.

SOUTHSIDE SWCD
The 2018 Watershed Adventure Camp students met Clyde
Christman, DCR Director, at the grand re-opening ceremonies
at Staunton River Battlefield Park on Friday, June 22, 2018.
The 12 students had spent the week at the park learning
about environmental and conservation issues. They enjoyed
learning about soils, wildlife, the water cycle, erosion and
pollution. The annual trip to the Dominion Energy Clover
Power Station was educational and exciting. This year, a trip
to the Ward Burton Foundation at The Cove proved to be a
highlight of the week for the students. They saw first-hand
how wetlands are important, how wildlife is managed on the
preserve and saw several live species on their trek
throughout the area. The students painted butterfly houses
and toured the butterfly garden at the park that correlated
with the pollination program provided by the Halifax Bee Keepers’ Association. They were able to observe
a bee hive and learn about the importance of pollinators. The students painted water cycle jars, made bird
feeders and soil tubes. They spent one morning touring the grounds and learning about the park and the
‘Battle of the Staunton’ and visited the Longwood University Archeological Dig Site. They were able to tour
historic Mulberry Plantation and the grounds. The students had a very busy and fun week.
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SOUTHSIDE SWCD, continued:

Students from Charlotte, Lunenburg, Halifax and Mecklenburg Counties attend the annual Water shed
Adventure Camp at Staunton River Battlefield State Park sponsored by Southside SWCD, Lake Country
SWCD and Halifax SWCD
Southside SWCD is proud of the butterfly garden that the staff installed 2 years ago adjacent to the Drakes
Branch pavilion (the Charlotte County Farmer’s Market is held here every Friday beginning the first of May
and runs through the last of September).
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SOUTHSIDE SWCD, continued:
Southside SWCD has embarked on an educational project selling bird houses, butterfly houses and bat
houses to promote wildlife habitats. Sara Pittard, Program Support Technician, does an excellent job hand
painting and staining the houses. The money generated from the project goes into the educational fund to
purchase supplies needed for activities and events in the school systems

Southside SWCD is working hard in getting cost share practices finalized and approving new practices to get
more BMP’s on the ground in both Charlotte and Lunenburg Counties. Since June 28th, 7 practices have
been completed and paid. There have been 6 new practices approved since July 1st. There is a total of
$347,768.46 in combined new contracts and carryover contracts.
Southside SWCD has approved 3 E/S plans since June 30th.
A few of the watershed dams located in Charlotte County have had some beaver activity. Plans are
underway to alleviate the problem. There has been one emergency repair job that was completed on
Dam 6A to repair the filter drain ditch and add rip rap at the monitoring station and the plunge pool banks.

Respectfully submitted,
Wilkie W. Chaffin
Area V Chairman
drwwch@hughes.net
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