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BLUE RIDGE SWCD
2017 Graves Mountain Training was very fun and productive for the Blue Ridge SWCD with the construction
of the Virginia Products map. The agriculture/conservation activity will be presented at the 2017 Franklin
County Agriculture Fair for Franklin County’s 3rd and 5th grade classes (over 1,100 students on 9/14-15,
2017). This activity covers VA SOLs: Earth Science 4.9, VS.2b and VS.10b as well as ES 3.7 and 3.10. Since the
number of students served during the 2017 FC Ag Fair will consist of three to four classes at time, grommet
were placed on the top of the map designed to be hung under a 10’ x 20’ canopy. This type of construction
will make it more versatile for large and small classes.

2017 Farm Tour – Henry County

Blue Ridge SWCD Director, Andrew Barker and former director
Jack Hodges (both from Henry County), check out the “Chopper”
at James River Equipment.

VDOF’s Kevin Keith (right) presents Mr. Robert Breece, Jr. with
2017 Henry County Forestry Award. Mr. Breece is the owner and
operator of Sandy River Farm.
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HALIFAX SWCD
Halifax Soil & Water Conservation District in partnership with Virginia Cooperative Extension-Southside
Master Gardeners completed their final rain barrel workshop on August 26, 2017 at the South Boston
Museum. The program, which was supported by the Community Foundation for the Dan River Region
RiverBank Fund, distributed 84 rain barrels to participants in the three workshops held on April 22, 2017 at
the Town of Halifax Earth Day Celebration, June 3, 2017 at North Halifax VFD and in South Boston on
August 26, 2017. During the workshops participants learned about the importance of water conservation
and methods that can be used on home sites to conserve water.

Rain Barrel Workshops Completed Across Halifax Co.

LAKE COUNTRY SWCD
-BMP Cost-Share Program
The District has been able to fund the remaining “Pending SL-6” applications with part of their PY18
allocation. We are busy working on new applications and plans. There are a number of SL-6’s under
construction, which has involved numerous field visits to verify that the practice meets the required
specifications.
-Watershed Adventure Camp
The District co-sponsored with Halifax SWCD and Southside SWCD a week long day camp at Staunton River
State Park for 4th and 5th grade students. The camp focused on watersheds, environmental issues and
conservation. The Lake Country SWCD was able to send 9 students this year.
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LAKE COUNTRY SWCD, continued
Watershed Adventure Camp Pictures

-Pasture Walk
The District co-sponsored a pasture walk along with Virginia Cooperative Extension on August 17 at Calvin
Honeycutt’s farm in Chase City. There were around 43 participants there for the evening program. Topics
included an overview of a fescue renovation project to novel endophyte fescue, using summer annuals to
fill the summer slump, overview of summer annual varieties and fertility plots, and a drone demonstration.
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PATRICK SWCD
The District partnered with
Patrick County Farm Bureau in
coordinating The Southwest
Dairy Museum Mobile Dairy
Classroom that visited several
Patrick County, Virginia
elementary schools. The Mobile
Dairy Classroom is a traveling
milking parlor, featuring a live
cow and an oral presentation.
The Southwest Dairy
Farmers is an alliance of dairy
farmers from Texas, New
Mexico, Kansas, Missouri,
Oklahoma, Virginia, Kentucky
and North Carolina.

District Board was invited by the Town of Stuart to tour Stuart Water Treatment Plant.
Board recognized Tony Collins for 15 years devoted service to
the Commonwealth of Virginia/Patrick County Soil and Water
Conservation District. See picture at right.
The District had an exhibit at the 2017 Patrick County Farm
Bureau Ag Expo.
The District along with the Patrick County Chamber of
Commerce, the Patrick County Sheriff’s Office, Dan River Basin
Association, and the Town of Stuart sponsored the 12th Annual
Keep Patrick County Beautiful Campaign, a community-wide,
effort to encourage citizens to help beautify the county. We
joined local businesses, civic clubs, churches, Scouts and other
organizations for the beautification of Patrick County.

Pictured is E. Wayne Clark, District
Chairman (right) presenting Tony
Collins with the award.
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PATRICK SWCD, continued
Patrick County Soil and Water Conservation
District Board of Directors and Staff and District
partnering agencies recognized for devoted
service to Patrick County and the Commonwealth
of Virginia. See picture just above: Front Row (left to right) Sandra Heath, District Manager, 20
years;
Stacy Horton, DCR Coordinator; Tony Collins,
District Conservation Specialist, 15 years; Joseph
Sparks, District Director Treasurer, 14 years.
Back Row - (left to right) George Stovall, District
Director Vice-Chair, 6 yrs; Travis Bunn, District
Director Extension Agent Appointee, 8 yrs; Kevin
Keith, VA Dept of Forestry and E. Wayne Clark,
District Director Chairman, 13 yrs.

Patrick County SWCD Directors, Staff
and Partnering Agencies

(not pictured: Richard Kreh, District Director, 17 yrs;
Charles Smith, District Associate Director, 10 yrs;
John Wood, District Associate Director, 5 yrs and Josh Dodson, NRCS

PEAKS OF OTTER SWCD
Peaks of Otter recently worked with the Huddleston Volunteer Fire Department Fire Station 3 with
installing cisterns. The District wanted to find a way to capture rainwater that would serve the community.
They began researching different locations throughout the county that could benefit from the use of
rainwater. They started working with the local volunteer fire departments to install a rainwater collection
system. The first one was at Walton’s Station.
This is our second successful project with our local firehouses. This saves the firefighters time and money,
especially in the areas of the county without adequate water supply.
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PETER FRANCISCO SWCD
Technical Conservation
Peter Francisco has allocated all of our PY2018 VACS BMP cost-share. Along with the BMP program, the
District continues to provide a TMDL (319 Grant Funded) program for the Slate River Watershed until
December 2017. Technical staff has been consistently working on planning and designing conservation
practices. Mowing/general maintenance is ongoing at this time on 17 watershed dams.
Education
Peter Francisco SWCD awarded two $1,000 scholarships to college-bound students residing in Buckingham
and Cumberland Counties. This year we had some outstanding applicants apply. Only 1.5 points separated
the highest scoring applicant from the lowest scoring one.
Buckingham County High School took second place at the Area V Envirothon Competition and went on to
compete at the state level.
The District sponsored four students to Youth Conservation Camp.
The District submitted the final report to DEQ for the $1200 Watershed Educator’s Institute MWEE Grant it
received. These funds were used to purchase new water quality monitoring equipment and to scholarship
students to Watershed Exploration Camp--a 3-day, 2-night camp to explore the Chesapeake Bay Watershed
from the Middle James all the way to the Chesapeake Bay and Virginia Beach. We teamed up with
Buckingham and Cumberland Cooperative Extension, selected 12 sixth grade MWEE reflective essays from
each county and awarded their authors the trip. The group explored the Atlantic Ocean, toured the
Lynnhaven River and Chesapeake Bay with the Chesapeake Bay Foundation and explored Presquile National
Wildlife Refuge with the James River Association. The students have prepared a power point presentation
about their trip and presented it to the PFSWCD Board of Directors in August. The group is scheduled to
present to Buckingham and Cumberland County School Boards and both County Supervisors in September
and October. Click on the link below to view a video of the camp: https://youtu.be/1-Gen03nV4U
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PIEDMONT SWCD
Conservation Education
The District sponsored a four day Nature Day
Camp in partnership with Amelia, Nottoway
and Prince Edward Virginia Cooperative
Extension on June 19-22 at Twin Lakes State
Park for students between the ages of 10-13
years old. Students participated in hands-on
activities throughout the week that focused
on soil, water, forestry/plants and wildlife.
The District awarded four $1,000
scholarships to students who are enrolled in
higher education course curriculum related
to natural resource conservation and/or
environmental studies.

Road Signage Project
Piedmont SWCD has successfully completed the
installation of 7 VDOT approved roadway signs.
For many years, some districts have been
interested in installing “Entering District” signs
along highways. Although there were a few
signs already in Virginia, generally, local VDOT
offices told Districts that signs on highway
rights of way were not allowed. In 2012, Dr.
Wilkie Chaffin of the Piedmont District wrote to
the Commissioner of VDOT asking if signs were
allowed, and if not, what law or regulation
prohibited signs. The response was that a Code
change would be required to install signs.
During the 2013 General Assembly Session, the
VASWCD tried to get a Code change to allow
district signs, but VDOT opposed the change,
and the VASWCD was not successful. However, almost immediately, VDOT offered to work with the
VASWCD on regulations to develop a standard sign and installation practices. The Piedmont SWCD agreed
to be the first district to go through the process and hopefully provide information helpful to other districts.

PITTSYLVANIA SWCD
Pittsylvania SWCD has been very busy preparing for educational events and helping producers with the
implantation of conservation projects. We have been working with producers and contractors as they
install their respective Best Management Practices including livestock exclusion projects, tree plantings on
open fields, critical area plantings, and grass planting on cropland. We have also been reaching out to
producers, accepting applications for new cost share projects, and going on field visits to look at possible
resource concerns this new fiscal year. We have been working with our partner agencies very closely,
including NRCS, FSA, VCE and VDOF. We continue to work with producers on the Southern Virginia Pasture
Initiative Grant to help them expand their grazing for livestock.
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PITTSYLVANIA SWCD, continued
Pittsylvania SWCD has been active with educational programs this year. We awarded scholarships to three
local students who are majoring in natural resource related fields (agricultural engineering, turf grass and
agricultural technology). PSWCD staff have also been involved with many educational programs including
helping with the Pittsylvania-Caswell County Youth Livestock Show and Sale and helping with the Area V
Envirothon. We are currently planning Ag Day, which is our big educational event for all of the fourth
graders in Pittsylvania County (about 900 students) to visit a local farm and learn about all the different
forms of agriculture that Pittsylvania County has to offer. We have about 60 volunteers help us out at this
event, some of these being local FFA members. Staff also put together goody bags for each student to take
home and share with their family. In these bags, students will find coloring books, rulers, pencils and
informational booklets which all containing fun facts and games related to what they learn at the farm. We
are also planning for Career Choice Day, which is an educational event in which staff set up a display table
and talk to high school students about our jobs as conservationist, what we do on a day-to-day basis in the
conservation field and our educational background.

ROBERT E LEE SWCD
On July 17, 2017, Robert E Lee SWCD welcomed Megan
Johnston. She is the new Conservation Education
Specialist and VCAP Coordinator.
Megan graduated from Sweet Briar College in 2016 with a
B.A. in Environmental Studies. She has previously
interned as a Naturalist with the Department of
Conservation & Recreation and has spent time farming
throughout Virginia and France. She enjoys biking and
tennis and likes to encourage others to get outside too.
As the Conservation Education Specialist, Megan is
responsible for coordinating ongoing education &
outreach projects within the district. She is looking
forward to sharing the mission of the RELSWCD with
many people.
The Robert E. Lee SWCD has 11 contracts in the Outside the Chesapeake Bay Basin and 31 in the
Chesapeake Bay Basin. The livestock stream exclusion and grazing land management practice (SL-6), that
was cost shared at 100% under an initiative from the Department of Conservation (DCR) has taken the
majority of the funding to have those backlogged practices funded and on the ground. Still have a lot of
interest in new sign-ups for SL-6’s and funding those until the cost-share funds run out. Put out for bid a
Graded Filter Drain for the Watts Dam in Campbell County.

8

SOUTHSIDE SWCD
SOUTHSIDE SWCD REPORT - Submitted by: Julie Hamlett, Education Coordinator
June – September 2017
Education: Southside SWCD was extremely busy with various educational programs throughout the
summer.
June 7th - We gave presentations and programs to the S.T.R.E.A.M. program for the Eureka Elementary
school held at Central Middle school. 7th – There were 8 classes that we conducted during the day. The
PreK-1st grade, we did a Wildlife program with pelts; 1st grade classes we did Farm Charms and Cow
Puppets; 2nd and 3rd grade classes we did the water cycle jars. A total of 77 students 6 adults enjoyed the
programs.
June 15th – We conducted a program at the Kenbridge Library in the morning for a diverse age group of
children. There were 20 children and 11 adults that enjoyed the ‘Who Polluted the River’ activity and Pond
Charms.
June 15th – We conducted a program at Kenbridge Elementary school in the afternoon for the summer
school students that were currently enrolled in the 5th grade. There were 17 students and 2 adults that
enjoyed the ‘Who Polluted the River’ activity and a Wild Life Habitat program.
June 16th – We conducted an ‘Owl’ Program for the Charlotte County Public School summer school program
for the 3rd – 6th grade students. There were 15 students and 1 teacher that enjoyed learning facts and
sounds of different types of owls in Virginia.
June 20th-24th – Coordinated and co-sponsored a week-long field school with Halifax SWCD and Lake
Country SWCD at Staunton River State Park in Scottsburg, VA. We had a total of 18 students from Halifax,
Lunenburg and Mecklenburg counties attended the camp to learn about wildlife, forestry, aquatics,
recycling, pollution, the water cycle, bees and habitats. They enjoyed learning how to canoe on a pond at
the park and a trip to Dominion Energy at the Clover Station.
June 28th – We coordinated a program for the Phenix Elementary School Summer program at Staunton
River Battlefield State Park. 27 students and 9 adults traveled by bus to the park. The students were taken
on a tour of the park and the Staunton River Bridge, the fort and the grounds surrounding the Visitor’s
Center. A wildlife program with pelts and habitat items were shown and discussed. The students and
teachers then were taken on the Boardwalk in the woods to participate in the ‘Hide-N-Seek’ activity to
identify hidden wildlife species and identify if they were predator or prey.
July 7th – The 21st Century S.T.E.M. program was held at Central Middle School. We conducted 2 different
programs on Watersheds and designing your own watershed activities. There were 22 students and 7
adults that participated.
Cost Share: Several practices have finally finished from the FY14 pool; and there are quite a few left to
finish for the FY14, FY15, FY16 and FY17. We currently have a back-log of FY15 applications that is needs
approximately 1.1 million dollars.
E/S: 3 plans were reviewed and approved with 3 more plans due for the September board meeting.
Watershed dams: The 12 dams were mowed in May and will be due to begin beginning next week. We had
to do storm tracking the week of May 22nd – May 26th due to heavy rains in the area.
Financial: The FY18th budget was processed and approved at the July 2018 SSWCD board meeting; the
FY19 projected budget was processed and approved at the July 2018 SSWCD board meeting; the year-end
and quarterly reports were processed and submitted to DCR on July 11th.

Respectfully submitted,
Wilkie W. Chaffin
Area V Chairman
drwwch@centurylink.net
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